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Education

George Mason University, Fairfax, VA. Ph.D. conferred May, 2003. Major: Special Education, Minor: Literacy

MEd. University of Rochester, River Campus, Rochester New York.  Major: Reading Education

46 additional graduate semester hours concentrated in learning disabilities or reading.

B.A. (cum laude) Niagara University, Niagara University, NY   Major: English Minor: Spanish 

Professional Experience

Curriculum and Instruction Projects Coordinator for Strategic Instruction Model® and Instructional Consultation Teams : VDOE Training and Technical Assistance Center Region 4, Helen A. Kellar Institute for Human disabilities. 

Professional Developer Content Enhancement Routines University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning. 
Site Coordinator for Content Literacy Continuum Demonstration Site, Manassas City Public Schools. An Initiative sponsored by VDOE in partnership with Manassas City Public Schools and the University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning. May 2010-Aug 2013.
Coordinator Instructional Assistant Internship Program: Teacher Training Partnership with Fairfax County Public Schools

· Cohort classes with IA Internship Program: (Fall 2001- Sp 2006)

EDSE 790: Seminar in Special Education 



Adjunct Faculty, George Mason University, Graduate School of Education:

· EDSE 652 Foundations of Reading Instruction for Students with Specific Learning Disabilities (current)

· EDRD 419/619: Literacy in Content Areas (Summer 2007 – Spring 2013)
· Summer 2001 – Summer 2006   various courses to include methods, behavior, language development and reading in the special education licensure program at George Mason University.
September 2000-Summer 2002: Graduate Research Assistant, George Mason University, Graduate School of Education. 

April 2006- fall 2008: Consultant, WETA  LDONLINE website

February 2002 to June 2002: Consultant, WETA Reading Rockets website

16 years in private or public education to include working with students in elementary grades and middle school as a general educator, reading specialist and learning disabilities specialist.
Licensure

Virginia:  Learning Disabilities, Reading, Upper Elementary, Secondary English

New York:  Reading (K-6), English and Reading (7-12)

Publications

Loomis, C.D. Fontana, J.L. & McNaught, J. (in preparation) I’m determined: A report on the use of tools 
   to promote self-determination. 
Fontana, J. G. (2010) Prader-Willi syndrome: A life long challenge. 


     Physical Disabilities: Education and Related Services, vol. XXIII (1) spring 2010, 34-51.
Fontana, J.L., Dorries, D. & Stickney, D. (2008). Instructional support teams support teachers 
       using response to instruction. CEC Today Summer 2008.
Fontana, J.L., Mastropieri, M. A. & Scruggs, T. E.  (2007). Mnemonic instruction in 

secondary social studies inclusion classes. Remedial and Special Education.

             Vol. 28, ( 6) , 345-355.
Fontana, J.L. (2004). Social studies and students with disabilities: Current status of 

instruction and a review of intervention research with middle and high school students. In T.E.  Scruggs and M.A. Mastropieri Advances in Learning and Behavioral Disabilities (17th ed.). London: Elsevier/JAI.

Mastropieri, M.A. Scruggs, T. E., Spencer, V. & Fontana, J. (2003). Promoting success in high 

school world history: Peer tutoring versus guided notes. Learning Disabilities Research

 and Practice, 18, 52-65.

Fontana, J.L. (2000)  A review of Assessment (8th Ed.) by Salvia and Yesseldyke  Diagnostic, 

25 (3) 257-261.

Fontana, J.L. (2000) A synthesis of twelve phonemic awareness studies published from 1994 

to the present (fall 1999)  NHSA Dialog: A Research to Practice Journal for the Early Intervention field.
Editorial Assistant

Linek, W.M., Sturtevant, E.G., Dugan, J. R. & Linder, P.E.,(Ed.) (2001). Celebrating the 


Voices of Literacy:The twenty-third Yearbook a Peer Reviewed Publication of the 


College Reading Association.  Commerce Texas: College Reading Association

Research

Fall 2010- present with Diane Loomis, Ph.D.  Program evaluation project for Virginia Department of Education’s “I’m Determined” initiative of the State Directed Transition Project.

Spring 2003 –  Mnemonic instruction in secondary social studies inclusion classes: Dissertation
Spring 2002 - Study Coordinator under Dr. Mastropieri: The Effects of Reciprocal Reading and Summarization Strategies on 4th Grade Social Studies Achievement

1997 with LC Technology Team Investigation into monitoring and correcting saccadic eye movements.  Poster presentation at the International Conference on Dyslexia, 1997, Macedonia.

Conference Presentations 
Fontana, J. L. (2016). Formative Assessment: The Key to Instruction. Virginia Council for Learning

 Disabilities, Spring Symposium Harrisonburg, VA, , April 29, 2016
Fontana, J.L. (2015) Using Dynamic Assessment to Guide Data-based Interventions. Council for 


Exceptional Children’s Annual Conference, San Diego, CA. April 10, 2015. 

Fontana, J.L. & Fontana A.L. (2014)  Moving On with Prader-Willi Syndrome: A First Person 

Perspective.  Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA , April 11, 2014.

Loomis, D.C & Fontana, J.L.  (2014)  I’m Determined: Everyone is a Winner. Council for Exceptional 


Children Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA , April 10, 2014.

Fontana, J. L. (2014) Adolescents versus Content: Embedding Literacy Strategies into Content Instruction

International Learning Disabilities Association, annual conference, Anaheim , CA February 20, 2014)

Fontana, J.L. (2012).  I Read it: Now What? Comprehension in Content Areas

       Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, Denver, Colorado, April 6, 2012. 

Loomis, C.D.& Fontana J.L. (2012). Virginia’s I’m Determined Project: A Win for All. Annual    

      Transition Forum, Roanoke VA. March 14, 2012
Fontana, J.L. (2011) Adolescents versus Content: Embedding Literacy Strategies in Content Classes.


Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, National Harbor Maryland. April 28, 2011. 

Fontana, J.L. & Fontana, A.L. Prader-Willi Syndrome: A First Person Perspective. Council for 
Exceptional Children Annual Conference, National Harbor Maryland. April 29, 2011. 

Fontana, J.L., Washburn, J., Kilby, A & Bopp, N. A Vision, A Plan, A Partnership for Institutional  
Change. Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, National Harbor Maryland. 


April 29,  2011. 

Fontana, J. L. & Klein, M., (2008), Vocabulary instruction: Sowing the seeds for 

comprehension. Council for Learning Disabilities, Annual Symposium. Winchester, 
VA., Sept 20, 2008

Fontana, J.L  & Miller, N. (2008). Assessment practices and RtI: Making educated decisions 

     about instruction. Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, Boston, MA  April,  

      2008

Fontana, J.L. Dorries, D. & Stickney, D. (2008). Instructional Support Teams; A Problem 

     Solving Approach Enhancing Response to Intervention Council for Exceptional Children 
     Annual Conference,  Boston, MA,  April 2008

Fontana, J.L. (2008).  Literacy the key to content. Virginia State Reading Association Annual 
     Conference, Richmond, March 2008. 
Fontana, J.L. (2006). Vocabulary in Context: Strategic Instruction to Enhance Reading 

Comprehension in Content Areas. Virginia, Council for Exceptional Children annual conference, Charlottesville, VA, October 2006.

Fontana, J.L. & Spencer, V. (2006). Engaging all learners: Strategies for secondary classrooms.

Council for Learning Disabilities International Conference, Alexandria, VA, October 2006.

Fontana, J.L. & Spencer, V. (2006). Engaging all learners: Strategies for secondary classrooms.

Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah. April, 2006.

Fontana, J.L., Fontana, A. L. (2006). Prader-Willi Syndrome: Educational and Life-Long  

Considerations. Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah. April, 2006.

Fontana, J.L., Fontana, A. L. (2005). Prader-Willi Syndrome: Educational and Life-Long  

Considerations. Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, Baltimore, MD, April, 2005.

Fontana, J.L., Ganley, K. (2005) The Best Instruction Assesses: The Best Assessment Instructs.
Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, Baltimore, MD, April, 2005.

Fontana, J.L. (2004). Prader-Willi Syndrome: Educational and Life-Long  Considerations. 

Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA, April, 2004.

Fontana, J.L. (2004). Back to the Future: Introduction to Assessment Options. Assessment 

Institute, sponsored by the Virginia Department of Education, Williamsburg, 28-29 June, 2004.

Fontana, J. L. (2003). Mnemonic Strategy Instruction in Secondary Social Studies Inclusion 

Classes. Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, Seattle WA, April, 2003.

Fontana, J. L.(2002). The Instructional Assistant Internship Program: Fairfax County Public 

Schools & George Mason University, Partners in Teacher Education. Teacher Education 

Division of the Council for Exceptional Children, Annual Conference, Savannah GA, October 30, 2002.
Mastropieri, M.A., Boon, R., Spencer,V, Scruggs,T.,Miller, M., Fontana, J.L., &  Magana, M. 

(2001) Qualitative and quantitative outcomes of peer tutoring in world history for high school students with mild  disabilities. American Education Research Association National Conference, 2001, Seattle  Washington.

Mastropieri, M.A., Hardy, S. Graetz, J. & Fontana, J.L.  (2001). Enhancing academic learning: 

Recent research applications. Council for Exceptional Children, 2001 Annual Conference Kansas City, April 19,2001. 

Fontana, J.L. & Spencer, V.G. (2000, November) Yours, Mine and Ours the Evolution of a 

Classwide Intervention for Enhancing Reading Comprehension Within an Inclusive Elementary Social Studies Classroom. Paper  presented at the National Reading Conference in Scottsdale, Arizona.

Fontana, J.L. (2000 April). A Synthesis of Twelve Phonemic Awareness Studies published from 1994 


to present. (fall 1999)  National HeadStart Association Conference, Washington D.C.

Fontana, J. L. & Nattinger, M. (March 2000) What In the World, Core Knowledge and State 


Standards: Strategies for the Inclusion Classroom. Core Knowledge Foundation National 


Conference, Anaheim, CA. 

Professional Memberships

Council for Exceptional Children


Division for Learning Disabilities


Division of Teacher Education

Council for Learning Disabilities/ VCLD
International Literacy  Association (formerly: International Reading Association)
	


Current Personal Projects

Upcoming Conference Presentations:

Learning Disabilities Association (LDA) National Conference Feb. 2017: 

· Assessment for instruction
Council for Exceptional Children Spring 2017: Multi-sensory Instruction for Reading, Writing and Spelling.
Book In preparation: Prader-Willi Syndrome: A First Person Account
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