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College of Education and Human Development 
Division of Special Education and disAbility Research 

 
Summer 2014 

EDSE 629 A01: Secondary Curriculum and Strategies for Students with 
Disabilities who Access the General Curriculum 

CRN: 40205, 3 - Credits
 

Instructor: Dr. Frederick Brigham Meeting Dates: 5/19/2014 - 6/27/2014 
Phone:  703 993 1667 Meeting Day(s): MWF 
E-Mail: fbrigham@gmu.edu Meeting Time(s): 7:00 pm-9:40 pm 
Office Hours:  by appointment Meeting Location: KAII 113 
 

 
 
 
Course Description 
Applies research on teacher effectiveness, accountability, and instructional approaches at the 
secondary level for individuals with mild disabilities. Includes instructional methods necessary 
for teaching reading, writing, math, and other content areas across the curriculum. 
 
 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
Co-requisite(s): None 
 
Advising Contact Information 
Please make sure that you are being advised on a regular basis as to your status and progress 
through your program.  Mason M.Ed. and Certificate students should contact the Special 
Education Advising Office at (703) 993-3670 for assistance.  All other students should refer to 
their faculty advisor.

Nature of Course Delivery

Note: This syllabus may change according to class needs.  Students will be advised of any changes 
immediately through George Mason e-mail and/or through Blackboard.  
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Learning activities include the following: 
1. Class lecture and discussion 
2. Application activities 
3. Small group activities and assignments 
4. Video and other media supports 
5. Research and presentation activities 
6. Electronic supplements and activities via Blackboard 

 
 
Evidence-Based Practices 
This course will incorporate the evidence-based practices (EBPs) relevant to secondary 
curriculum learning strategies, content Area planning, designing a secondary IEP . These EBPs 
are indicated with an asterisk (*) in this syllabus’ schedule. Evidence for the selected research-
based practices is informed by meta-analysis, literature reviews/synthesis, the technical 
assistance networks which provide web-based resources, and the national organizations whose 
mission is to support students with disabilities. We address both promising and emerging 
practices in the field of special education. This course will provide opportunities for students to 
take an active, decision-making role to thoughtfully select, modify, apply, and evaluate EBPs in 
order to improve outcomes for students with disabilities. 
 

Learner Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate knowledge of the federal and state laws that require and provide for instructional 
services for students with disabilities. 
• Demonstrate the ability to develop a comprehensive unit that includes instructional strategies 
and adaptations for students with disabilities at the secondary level. 
• Identify and infuse into the curriculum differentiation strategies for successfully including 
students with disabilities at the secondary level in both regular (math, science, social studies, 
English, etc.) and special education classroom environments. 
• Demonstrate the ability to assess, plan for, and address the content area literacy needs of 
students with disabilities who are accessing the general curriculum/ 
• Describe components of Individual Education Plans that successfully address the needs of 
secondary students with disabilities. 
• Identify research efforts, organizations, services, networks, and the variety of state and local 
resources aimed at dropout prevention and improving the outcomes of secondary students with 
disabilities. 
 
Required Textbooks
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We will not use a single textbook, rather, we will use the Current Practice Alerts Series from 
CEC along with selecrted book chapters and journal articles. All required readings will be placed 
on the class blackboard site. 
 
Digital Library Option 
The Pearson textbook(s) for this course may be available as part of the George Mason 
University Division of Special Education and disAbility Research Digital Library.  Please 
note that not all textbooks are available through this option.  Visit the links below before 
purchasing the digital library to ensure that your course(s) text(s) are available in this format.  
The division and Pearson have partnered to bring you the Digital Library; a convenient, digital 
solution that can save you money on your course materials. The Digital Library offers you access 
to a complete digital library of all Pearson textbooks and MyEducationLabs used across the 
Division of Special Education and disAbility Research curriculum at a low 1-year or 3-year 
subscription price. Access codes are available in the school bookstore.  Please visit 
http://gmu.bncollege.com and search the ISBN.  To register your access code or purchase the 
Digital Library, visit: 
http://www.pearsoncustom.com/va/gmu/digitallibrary/education/index.html 
 
 1 year subscription $200 ISBN-13: 9781269541411 
 3 years subscription $525 ISBN-13: 9781269541381 
 Individual e-book(s) also available at the bookstore link above or at 

http://www.pearsoncustom.com/va/gmu/digitallibrary/education/index.html
 
Recommended Textbooks 
There are a number of books that can be of value to you relative to specific topics in the class. I 
have yet to find a textbook that deals with the trange of topics that are necessary for this course 
that I think is worth the cost. If you would like recommendations for specific resopurces to 
expand any of our topics. Let me know. I will be more than happy (really, I’d be waaaay more 
than happy) to make recommendations. 
 
Required Resources 
Access top Blackboard, ability to watch video either by streaming or DVD. 
 
Additional Readings 
Additional required readings will be posted on Blackboard. 
 
Course Relationships to Program Goals and Professional Organizations 
This course is part of the George Mason University, Graduate School of Education (GSE), 
Special Education Program for teacher licensure in the Commonwealth of Virginia in the special 
education areas of Special Education: Students with Disabilities who Access the General 

http://gmu.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCBHomePage?storeId=15552&catalogId=10001&langId=-1
http://www.pearsoncustom.com/va/gmu/digitallibrary/education/index.html
http://www.pearsoncustom.com/va/gmu/digitallibrary/education/index.html
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Curriculum K-12. This program complies with the standards for teacher licensure established by 
the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), the major special education professional 
organization. The CEC standards that will be addressed in this class include Standard 3: 
Individual Learning Differences, Standard 4: Instructional Strategies, Standard 5: Learning 
Environments and Social Interactions, Standard 6: Language, Standard 7: Instructional Planning 
and Standard 8: Assessment. 
 
GMU POLICIES AND RESOURES FOR STUDENTS: 
a. Students must adhere to the guidelines of the George Mason University Honor Code [See 
http://oai.gmu.edu/the-mason-honor-code/].  

b. Students must follow the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing [See 
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/responsible-use-of-computing/].  

c. Students are responsible for the content of university communications sent to their George 
Mason University email account and are required to activate their account and check it regularly. 
All communication from the university, college, school, and program will be sent to students 
solely through their Mason email account.  

d. The George Mason University Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) staff consists 
of professional counseling and clinical psychologists, social workers, and counselors who offer a 
wide range of services (e.g., individual and group counseling, workshops and outreach programs) 
to enhance students’ personal experience and academic performance [See http://caps.gmu.edu/].  

e. Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with the 
George Mason University Office of Disability Services (ODS) and inform their instructor, in 
writing, at the beginning of the semester [See http://ods.gmu.edu/].  

f. Students must follow the university policy stating that all sound emitting devices shall be 
turned off during class unless otherwise authorized by the instructor.  

g. The George Mason University Writing Center staff provides a variety of resources and 
services (e.g., tutoring, workshops, writing guides, handbooks) intended to support students as 
they work to construct and share knowledge through writing [See http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/].  
 
PROFESSIONAL DISPOSITIONS  
Students are expected to exhibit professional behaviors and dispositions at all times.  
 
CORE VALUES COMMITMENT  
The College of Education & Human Development is committed to collaboration, ethical 
leadership, innovation, research-based practice, and social justice. Students are expected to 
adhere to these principles. [See http://cehd.gmu.edu/values/] 
 

http://oai.gmu.edu/the-mason-honor-code/
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/responsible-use-of-computing/
http://caps.gmu.edu/
http://ods.gmu.edu/
http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
http://cehd.gmu.edu/values/
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For additional information on the College of Education and Human Development, Graduate 
School of Education, please visit our website [See http://gse.gmu.edu/]
 
 
Course Policies & Expectations 
 Attendance.

Students are expected to (a) attend all classes during the course, (b) arrive on time, (c) 
stay for the duration of the class time, (d) show evidence of having read/studied material, and (e) 
complete all in-class assignments. Students who are unable to attend a class, are responsible for 
the material covered in the missed class and also for assignment deadlines.  

Never call or write to me and ask if it is “alright to miss a class!” Of course, it is not. It is, 
however, sometimes necessary for people to miss a class. If that happens, use your judgment as 
to the necessity. Do not contact me and ask me to judge the adequacy of your reason. That is 
demeaning to both of us. If you must miss a large number of classes, it is a good idea to get in 
touch with me so that we can work out arrangments to complete the class or to consider the 
merits of droppiong the class if there is still time to do so.  
 
 

Late Work.
 All graded assignments are posted in the Syllabus and are due on the date 
indicated. If I change the due date for reasons related to student need in the course, the 
change will be discussed in class, posted on the Blackboard site, and confirmed in an 
email to all students.  
 Because all assignments are given at the beginning of the course, I will not accept 
late work. If you are not in class on the day an assignment is due, you are still responsible 
for submitting the assignment. You may submit an assignment by emailing the 
assignment to me with a date sent no later than the end of the class on the date due or by 
having someone bring the assignment to me in hard copy by the same time. If, for some 
reason, you are incapacitated on the day the assignment is due (e.g., hospitalized, 
involved in an accident, or someone you care for is hospitalized or involved in an 
accident), contact me either directly or through a representative within 24 hours. 
 Failure to complete assignments including any tests by the due date will result in a 
grade of zero being posted for the assignment or test. Any assignments or grades that are 
outstanding at the time that grades are required for submission by the university will be 
assigned a value of zero and will not be accepted at a later time. 

 
 Written and Oral Language 
 APA Style is the standard format for any written work in the College of Education.  If 
you are unfamiliar with APA, it would benefit you to purchase the Publication Manual of the 
American Psychological Association (6th ed.) You are required to use APA guidelines for all 
course assignments. Please use the following website for APA format guidelines: 
http://apastyle.apa.org.  

http://gse.gmu.edu/
http://apastyle.apa.org/
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 We will use person-first language in our class discussions and written assignments (and 
ideally in our professional practice). We will also strive to replace the term “Mental Retardation” 
with “Intellectual Disabilities” in our oral and written communication in accordance with 
terminology choices in the disability community. 

Assignment Submissionsand Revision 
Ths is a graduate course designed to prepare individuals for professional positions. AS 

graduate students and professional educators, you are required to submit completed projects in 
accordance with the instructions provided in writing and through class discussions. I will answer 
questions about the assignment but I will not do it for you. That means that you must ask specific 
questions and that I will not simply review early drafts. I will grade each assignment only once. 
There is no option for revision and resubmission of the submitted product once it is graded. 

All individual assignments must be submitted through the appropriate portal on 
Blsckboard. Assignments submitted as email attachments will be deleted without comment. 
Once the Blackboard submission deadline passes, no submissions will be accepted. This is for 
your protection. If an email is accidentally erased or fails to be delivered, you have no recourse. 
If the assignment is posted to Blackboard, we are both protected beacuase the date, time and 
version are clear. MAKE SURE THAT YOU KNOW HOW TO POST ON BLACKBOARD!  

These policies are in response to previous students who abused the system. Believe it or 
not, in a recent semester, a student did not even begin the final exam until three weeks after the 
course ended and grades were posted. When she failed the class and complained, the university 
folded like a cheap suit because I did not explicitly sate that students have to turn in their 
assignments on time and complete the tests on time. OK, here is its… You are expected to 
complete your assignments and tests on time, according to instructions, and to submit them 
through the appropriate Blackboard portal. Your assignments will be graded upon submission 
and there is no option for revision not is there any option for extra credit in the class. Failure to 
comply tiwth these requirements will result in a grade of zero being entered for the assignment or 
test. Any questions? 

My advice is to demonstrate the utmost in scorn and contempt for your classmates who 
engage in self-serving behvaiors that diminish the respect afforded to graduates of our program 
through out the region and across the profession. Expect more of your self than you do from your 
peers but expect your peers to perform in a manner that would meake them colleagues who are 
able to pull their own load in the schools and, by their own performance enhance your credibility 
by your association with them through this training program.  

This course is not really about grades. If you think it is, you don’t get it. This course is 
about helping children and youths with serious trouble in learning and/or managing their 
behavior in school settings. If that sounds like something that is worth the effort, we are 
inagreement and I will do everything I can to help you help your students with disabilities as 
well as those who are at risk for failure. Being a teacher is very hard work. Being an excellent 
special education teacher is far harder than that! BUT, when it works, the gains for the indivual 
and the family that he or she may have in the future are powerful. I think tht it is worth it and 
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while my contempt for incompetent and ingnorant special educaotrs and related service providers 
is deep, my respect for effective and competent professionals is boundless! 

 
 
TaskStream Submission 
Every student registered for any Special Education course with a required performance-based 
assessment is required to submit this assessment, Secondary Curriculum Unit Plan to 
TaskStream (regardless of whether a course is an elective, a onetime course or part of an 
undergraduate minor). Evaluation of the performance-based assessment by the course instructor 
will also be completed in TaskStream. Failure to submit the assessment to TaskStream will result 
in the course instructor reporting the course grade as Incomplete(IN). Unless the IN grade is 
changed upon completion of the required TaskStream submission, the IN will convert to an F 
nine weeks into the following semester. 
 
If you have never used TaskStream before, you MUST use the login and password information 
that has been created for you.  This information is distributed to students through GMU email, so 
it is very important that you set up your GMU email.  For more TaskStream information, go to 
http://cehd.gmu.edu/api/taskstream. 
 
Grading Scale

 

These percentages will be assigned to the entire body of activities across the semester. I employ 
a “total points” system of grading. That allows various items on assignments and different 
elements of the class (quizzwes, tests, projects) to have clear weighting. (A point is a point. In a 
five point quiz, missing one item yields 80% but missing one item on a 50 point test yields 98%. 
We are simply adding points across the schedule of the course. You can apply the percent scale 
above to the running total of activites that have generated points to know where you stand at any 
given moment. 
 
Assignments 
 Performance-based Assessment (TaskStream submission required).
Content Area Unit Plan (200 points) 
The Secondary Curriculum Unit Plan provides you with the opportunity to demonstrate your 
ability to prioritize essential concepts and skills and adapt plans and assessments within a 
curriculum unit. You will also be required to integrate evidence-based instructional strategies 
that meet the unique needs of learners with mild to moderate exceptional learning needs at the 

A 94-100% 
A- 90-93% 
B 83-89% 
B- 80-82% 
C 70-79% 
F 69 or less 

http://cehd.gmu.edu/api/taskstream
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secondary level in a given content area using the appropriate Standards. The unit plan will 
include the following components: (See Appendix A for specific instructions) 

• Curriculum analysis 
• Unit planning visual organizer 
• Adaptation of a lesson plan 
• Two lesson plans 
• Two assessments 

 
 
Performance-based Common Assignments (No TaskStream submission required).
 
 
Other Assignments.
Summary of Controiversial or Contrarecommended technique 
 

 
Schedule
Schedule is attached at the end of the document. The college of Education requires us to use a 
loacked syllabus template that does not allow page adjustments so I have to add it outside of the 
template.  
 
Appendix A 
 

Secondary Curriculum Unit Plan 

The Secondary Curriculum Unit Plan provides you with the opportunity to demonstrate your 
ability to prioritize essential concepts and skills, write lesson plans and assessments, and adapt 
existing lesson plans within a curriculum unit. You are required to write two comprehensive 
lesson plans that address state standards and include students with disabilities. You are also 
required to adapt a lesson plan to be delivered in a co-taught classroom that addresses similar 
state standards. You will write two assessments that provide opportunities for the learners to 
demonstrate their understanding of the core concepts of the unit for either classroom. Your focus 
should be on the integration of evidence-based practices that meet the unique needs of learners 
with mild to moderate exceptional learning needs at the secondary level in a given content area 
using the appropriate state standards. 

Part I: Curriculum Analysis 
Choose a state or Common Core standard (or component of a standard) from a specific content 
area in any grade level 6-12. In narrative form, identify the standard and provide an analysis of 
the essential concepts, critical vocabulary, and necessary skills (what does a student need to be 
able to do to acquire, organize, recall, and express the mastery of the standard material) required 
to meet the standard. This analysis will guide your unit and lesson planning. 
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Part II: Development of Unit Planning Visual Organizer 
Using your analysis of the standard, identify concepts, vocabulary, and skills that fit together and 
can be taught in a cohesive unit. With these, create a Unit Planning Visual Organizer (document 
given to you by instructor) that: 

a. Makes explicit connections between prior knowledge and future knowledge 
(sections 1-4),   

b. Identifies linkages between the essential concepts of the unit (section 5 and page 
2),  

c. Demonstrates your ability to prioritize key concepts from the unit (section 5 and 
page 2), 

d. Provides a schedule of when and in what order the essential concepts will be 
taught (section 8), 

e. Determines the types of relationships that will be used to link concepts within the 
unit (section 6; cause/effect, compare/contrast, characteristics, etc.), and 

f. Poses questions that students should be able to answer at the end of the unit to 
demonstrate deep understanding of the unit concepts (section 7). 

 
Part III: Adaptation of a Lesson Plan  
Using a lesson plan provided by the Va Department of Education website for your chosen 
standard,  

1. Identify the essential concepts, vocabulary, and skills included in the lesson. 
2. Describe areas of difficulty within the lesson for students with disabilities, providing 

support for your assertions.  
3. Rewrite the lesson using evidence-based practices described in your text or in class to 

address the difficulties identified in Item 2. 
4. In a brief narrative, provide a rationale for each evidence-based practice you include. 

 
Part IV: Lesson Plan Development 

1. Provide a brief description of a secondary classroom appropriate for your lessons, 
including number of students, number of professionals and paraprofessionals, and length 
of each class session. 

2. Write TWO comprehensive lesson plans, focused on your selected state standard, that 
address either an essential concept(s) or critical vocabulary and include teaching a skill 
necessary to master the material. For example, you might teach students how to use 
keyword mnemonics to remember critical vocabulary or you might teach how to use 
POWER when writing an essay.  

3. Both of these lesson plans must include evidence-based teaching methods and strategies 
from the course that: 

a. address the abilities and needs of the learners with mild to moderate exceptional 
learning needs, 

b. individualize instruction to meet these needs, 
c. emphasize the development, maintenance, and generalization of knowledge and 

skills across environments,  
d. are age and ability appropriate, and 
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e. are linked to the lesson objective. 
4. Include a copy of any materials necessary to teach the lesson (e.g., powerpoint slides, 

graphic organizers, checklists). 

In a brief narrative accompanying the lesson plans, provide a rationale for: 

a. Your choice of lesson objective, 
b. How the teaching method and strategies you chose meet the needs of the students 

with disabilities and are evidence-based, 
c. The use of assistive technology (as appropriate), and  
d. How the lesson links to the next lesson/concept. 

 
Part V: Assessments 

1. Create examples of two different assessments for your unit. Provide a description of the 
assessment and sample items. Identify where in the scope and sequence of your 
instruction each assessment occurs.  

In a narrative accompanying the assessments, describe how they:  

a. Require different types of responses,  
b. Evaluate the students’ learning of the stated objectives and core content of the 

unit, and  
c. Guide future instruction

 

Section Components 

Curriculum 
Analysis 

(30 points) 

 

• Identify secondary grade level, content area, and one standard (and/or component 
thereof) from a specific state curriculum for the general education classroom (i.e., 
Virginia Standards of Learning). 

• Identify and describe the relevant: 
o Critical concepts, 
o Critical vocabulary, and 
o Skills (e.g., what the student must do to acquire, organize, recall, and/or express 

mastery of the information) 
 

Development of 
Unit Planning 
Visual 
Organizer  
(25 points) 
 

• Develop a complete unit planning visual organizer which:  
o makes explicit connections between prior knowledge and future learning,  
o makes connections between essential concepts,  
o identifies, prioritizes and sequences key concepts from the unit, and  
o identifies questions that students should be able to answer at the end of the unit to 

demonstrate deep understanding of the unit concepts. 
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Section Components 

Adaptation of 
Lesson Plan 
(25 points) 

 

• Identify which essential concepts and vocabulary are likely to require adaptation.  
• Select and adapt instructional strategies and materials to meet the needs of diverse 

learners. 
• Include research supported teaching methods that focus on teaching essential 

concepts, vocabulary and content across the general curriculum, age and ability 
appropriate instruction and specialized instructional strategies appropriate to the 
abilities and needs of the learners with mild to moderate exceptional learning needs.  

• Integrate task analysis and instructional and/or assistive technology into the lesson 
plans as appropriate.  

• Provides clear and relevant rationale for adaptations made. 
Lesson Plan 
Development 
(50 points 
each)  
 

• Prepares two comprehensive lesson plans that  
o utilize a repertoire of evidence-based practices to individualize instruction, and  
o emphasize the development, maintenance, and generalization of knowledge and 

skills across environments and settings.  
• Focus the lesson plans on  
o teaching essential concepts, vocabulary, and content across the general curriculum,  
o including age and ability appropriate instruction and  
o using specialized instructional strategies appropriate to the abilities and needs of 

the learners with mild to moderate exceptional learning needs.  
• Integrate task analysis and instructional or assistive technology into the lesson plans, 

as appropriate. 
• Provides clear and relevant rationale for instructional decisions within plans. 
 

Assessments  
(20 points) 
 

• Develop and describe examples of two different assessments for the unit which 
require different types of responses from one another and effectively evaluate 
students’ learning of the stated objectives and core content of the unit. 
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Appendix B 

We will develop the rubric for your intervention summaries (recommended and contra-indicated) in 
class and post them to the clas website. 

 

 

Insert Schedule here. 


	Part V: Assessments

