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Course Description:

Focuses on current IB research, trends and issues as well as international, national and state/provincial legislation concerning schools and the potential impact on IB schools.  Participants are prepared as leaders and advocates for IB programs and their students.

Prerequisites:  Admission to GSE, enrollment in FASTTRAIN IB certificate program and completion of EDUC 621:  Teaching and Learning in the International Baccalaureate Programs or permission of instructor.

Nature of Course Delivery:

The course will be taught in a blended online/onsite model.  During class meetings, large group, small group, pair work and individual instructional strategies will be used that are based on the IB philosophy of inquiry.  During online classes live chats, Discussion Board postings and building a learning community will be primary features.

Standards:

National Board of Professional Teaching Standards

Proposition 1: Teachers are committed to students and their learning.

Proposition 2: Teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects.

Proposition 3:  Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning.

Proposition 4:  Teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experience.

Proposition 5: Teachers are members of learning communities

ASTL 6:   Teachers attend to the needs of culturally, linguistically and cognitively diverse learners.

ASTL 7:  Teachers are change agents, teacher leaders, and partners with colleagues and families.

Area of Inquiry 1:  Curriculum Processes
A. What is international education and how does the IBO’s mission and philosophy support it?

A. What is the context in which your IB school exists?  What political, social and legislative forces affect the delivery of the program?

A. How are the aims of the IB program congruent with national philosophy in your context?  How are they different?

B. In what ways does your program support intercultural awareness and the development of cultural identity? International mindedness?

B. In what ways does your program come into conflict with local norms, values and beliefs?  How is that addressed?

Area of Inquiry 4:  Professional Learning

N. What is reflective practice and how does it support program implementation and enhance practice?

N.  How does your setting promote a Community of Learners?

O. What is the role of collaborative working practice in supporting program learning outcomes?

O.  In what ways to political, social and legislative matters affect building a community of professional practice?

P. In what ways is technology supporting your Community of Learners?

P. How have you used technology to extend your learning community?

P. How do we determine the effectiveness of our learning community?

Technology (ISTE):

IV. Teachers use technology to enhance their productivity and professional practice.

Learner Outcomes:
This course is designed to enable students to:

a. gain knowledge of historical, political and theoretical perspectives as well as major current trends and issues in international education and how they related to current IB education professional roles and programs.

b. examine the role of federal and state-provincial legislation and policy on education programs and services for  children and their families.

c. examine the purpose of advocacy and the role of local, state-provincial, national and international organizations.

d. discuss the intersection of equity and excellence. 

e. synthesize the implications of current trends and issues within the context of historical, political and theoretical perspectives in international education.

f. possess the knowledge and skills to communicate effectively on behalf of international education and IB programs.

Standards and Outcomes:

Outcomes


NBPTS/ASTL
IB

Technology

A.



1,5,7


a, b, n, o

B.



1, 5, 7


a, b, n, o

C.



5, 6, 7


a, b, o, p




D.



1, 6


a, b






E.



1, 4


a, b

F.



1, 5, 7


a, b, n, o, p
IV

Required text(s):
Hayden, M. (2007).  Introduction to International Education: international schools and their communities.   London:   SAGE.

Hayden, M., Levy, J., and J. Thompson (2007).  The SAGE Handbook of Research in International Education.  London:  SAGE                   

Required readings:

Readings will be drawn from contemporary journals as well as the published research on international education and International Baccalaureate programs.  These include the IBO website on research (http://www.ibo.org/), the Journal of Research in International Education, the Journal of Comparative Education and other such publications.

Course Requirements:

The following assignments are intended to further the participants understanding of the field of international education.

A. Informed participation and attendance (20%) at all seminar sessions (online) is expected.  All readings and assignments are to be completed prior to class.  Active and informed participation in class discussions based on your readings and experiences is required.

B. Critical Reading Journal (25%) – all readings are to be briefly summarized in your journal.  A critical analysis of the reading in light of contemporary issues and research should be provided for each entry. You should select one reading per week to review.
C. Major Project (35%) – each participant will select a major project during the semester.  These projects are to be designed in conjunction with the instructor and should be relevant to the educational role of the participant.  They may include: 

i.  writing and submitting an article for publication;

ii.  identifying potential funding sources and writing a grant proposal; 

iii. creating a seminar series for classroom teachers; 

iv. creating a community education series for parents and community leaders;

v.  reading and selecting a series of books (with annotated bibliography) for “teachers as readers” series;

vi.  Submitting a proposal for presentation and creating the presentation.

  Other projects of similar scope and depth may be negotiated with the instructor.

D. Presentation of Major Project (20%) – all participants will share their major project with the class.  Project presentations will be self, peer and instructor reviewed.

Assignment


Percent of Final Grade

Outcomes Addressed

Discussion/Class Participation

20


a, b, c, d 




Readings and Journal Entries

25


a, b, c, d




Final Project*



35


a, b, c, d, e, f

Final Project Presentation 

20


a, b, c, d, e, f



*Designated Performance Based Assessment

Grading Scale:

A+ = 98-100

A = 94-97

A- = 90-93

B+ = 85-89

B = 80-84

C = 70-79 (not accepted for Level I or II award recommendation)

F = Does not meet course requirements
Technology Resources:

All students are required to have access to a computer with Internet access and a current GMU email account.

Relevant Websites:

All students will be enrolled in the online Curriculum Center through the International Baccalaureate Organization.

All students will have online copy of the complete IB Teacher Award Standards, Level 1.

International Baccalaureate Organization, http://www.ibo.org/
Practitioner Research as Staff Development, http://www.aelweb.vcu.edu
CEHD Course Expectations

The College of Education and Human Development expects that all students abide by the following:

   (Students are expected to exhibit professional behavior and dispositions (see 

     http://www.gse.gmu.edu  for a list of these dispositions).

   (Students must follow the guidelines of the University Honor Code (see 

     http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/#TOC_H12 for the full Honor Code).

   (Students must agree to abide by the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing (see http://mail.gmu.edu).

   (Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with the GMU Disability Center (DRC) and inform the instructor, in writing, at the beginning of the semester (see www.gmu.edu/student/drc or call 703.993.2474 to access the DRC).

Online Participation/Attendance Policy

Students are expected to participate in all online discussions classes of courses for which they register. Online and class participation is important not only to the individual student, but to the class as whole. Online and class participation is a factor in grading; instructors may use class absence, absence of postings, tardiness in posting or attendance, or cursory postings as de facto evidence of nonparticipation and as a result lower the grade as stated in the course syllabus. 

Tentative Schedule of Classes/Topics/Readings
	Class Meeting
	Topics/Questions
	Readings/Assignments

	1
	Overview of course objectives, texts and requirements

What is international education? What are attributes or indicators to identify international education?
	Hayden, Ch. 1

HLT, Introduction and Ch. 2

	2
	The development of international schools – how do we know it is an international school?
	Hayden, Ch. 2 & 3
HLT, Ch. 5

	3
	International mindedness – what is it, how is it developed?
	HLT, Ch. 7

	4
	The students in international schools – who are they?
	Hayden, 4 & 5
Journal Due

	5
	Culture & Identity in international schools – how does it develop? How does it differ?
	HLT, Ch. 11
Final Project Plan Due

	6
	Developing curriculum for international schools
	Hayden, Ch. 9
HLT, Ch. 12/14

	7
	Using standards to develop and international curriculum
	HLT, Ch. 15
IBO Website

	8.
	Teachers and Their Development in International Schools
	HLT, 20, 21
Journal Due

	9
	International Teachers & Administrators
	Hayden, Ch. 6 & 7
HLT, Ch. 23

	10
	Advocacy in International Education – how do we support the development of international education?
	HTL, Ch. 25, 26

	11
	External Influences – what are the policies, practices and laws that influence international education?
	Hayden, 10 & 11

	12
	Future Challenges – policy
	HTL, Ch.30, 31, 32

	13
	Future Challenges – research and globalization
	Final Journal Due

	14
	Presentation of Projects
	

	15
	Presentation of Projects
What have we learned?
	Final Projects Due
Course Evaluations Due


EDUC 627:  Rubric for Final Project
Performance Based Assessment

Elements

        Poor 1-2
          Good 3

Very Good 4
Exemplary 4 

	Rationale


	Rationale for the importance of the project is missing or very unclear
	Rationale for the importance of the project is provided but lack substance
	Rationale for the importance of the project is identified and well articulated
	Rationale for the importance of the project is clear and examples are given

	Connections
	The project only outlines the plan without significant connections to research
	The project establishes a few connections between the research and the plan
	The project establishes some connections to the research
	The project establishes clear and accurate connections to the readings/research

	Application
	The project is unable to be applied
	The project is likely to be used however the timeline is unclear
	The project is going to be used and the timeline is established
	The project is in place with identified logistics

	Resources/Dissemination
	No resources are shared with the class
	Few resources are shared with the class
	Resources are shared with the class that include internet links
	A number of resources including in print and on the internet are shared with the class

	Language/Writing


	Author makes more than 4 errors in grammar, mechanics or spelling that distract the reader from the content. Writing is inappropriate for graduate work.
	Author makes some errors in grammar, mechanics or spelling that distracts the reader from the content.  Uses language that is appropriate but not fluent or engaging.
	Author makes few errors in grammar, mechanics or spelling.  Uses language with elaboration to express their ideas.
	Author makes no errors in grammar, spelling or mechanics.  Uses language masterfully to express their ideas.

	Critical Reflection
	The author is reporting the facts without elaboration or drawing conclusions
	The author appears to be making meaning of the project.
	The author works with meaning in a reflective and well structured manner.
	The author transforms the project and their philosophy to give a deep understanding of the topic


