George Mason University


Graduate School of Education


Autism Cohort Program


Course Syllabus, Fall 2008





ESDE 620, Section 5S1: Managing Behaviors and Applied Behavior Analysis





Dr. Kathy Matthews						Phone: Work: 804-612-1953


Time: Tuesday 4:30-8:30						Cell: 917-568-4722


Location: Culpeper					Email: kmatthews@thefaisonschool.org


Office Hours: By appointment


				


Required Texts: 


Alberto, P.A. & Troutman, A.C. (2003). Applied Behavior Analysis for Teachers (6th ed.), New	 Jersey: Merrill/Prentice Hall.


APA Manual


Martella, R.C., Nelson, J.R., & Marchand-Martella, N.E. (2003). Managing Disruptive Behaviors	 in the Schools: A Schoolwide, classroom, and individualized learning approach, Pearson	 Education, Inc.





Course Description: The focus of this course is on the application of behavior analysis principles to increase learning of students with special needs.  Emphasis is on single subject research designs.





Objectives, Outcomes/Competencies: 


Students will:


Define behavior change terminology.


Define behaviors accurately and prepare behavioral objectives for a wide range of behaviors.


Describe, understand and apply single subject research design.


Conduct functional analyses of behavior.


Develop and implement behavior change programs.


Describe strategies that increase behavior.


Describe strategies that decrease behavior.


Describe strategies for teaching new behavior.


Collect and graph data.


Describe strategies for promoting self-management behavior.


Describe different reinforcement schedules.


Demonstrate previously acquired research skills.








From CEC Common Core of Skills for Managing Student Behavior and Social Interaction Skills:


Implement the least intensive intervention consistent with the needs of the student.


Identify realistic expectations for personal and social behaviors in various settings.


Demonstrate procedures to increase student’s self-awareness, self-control, self-reliance and self-esteem.


Prepare individuals with exceptional learning needs to exhibit self-enhancing behavior in response to societal attitudes and actions.


Implement procedures for assessing both appropriate and problematic social behaviors of students.


Identify and use prevention and intervention strategies as early as appropriate.


Delineate and apply the goals, intervention strategies and procedures related to a variety of theoretical approaches.


Plan, organize and implement individualized student programs appropriate to the cognitive and affective needs of students with special consideration to use of reinforcement systems and environmental conditions.





Nature of Course Delivery





Course sessions include a variety of formats and integrate instructional technology with lecture, discussion, guest presenters, video, small group activities, and student presentations. Students are expected to use email for course communication with the professor and classmates. 





Expectations 





Students are expected to (a) attend all classes during the session, (b) arrive on time, (c) stay for the duration of the class time, and (d) complete Reflections when requested. If you must leave early, or be absent please e-mail the professor prior to the class.





In-depth reading, study, and work on course requirements need outside class time. Students are expected to allot approximately three hours for class study and preparation for each credit hour weekly (a three credit hour course would require nine hours of work weekly in a 45-hour, semester course).                                                                                                       





Use APA guidelines for all course assignments. This website links to APA format guidelines. http://www.psywww.com/resource/apacrib.htm   





If you have a disability and need accommodations, please discuss with the professor by the end of the first class. In order to provide accommodations, the student must provide to the professor an official verification from the GMU Office of Student Disabilities. 





The GMU Honor Code defines student and faculty conduct to promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University community. The honor code deals specifically with cheating and attempted cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing. (See http://www.gmu.edu/facstaff/handbook/aD.html). Course Honor Code is written on the first page of each exam.





Please subscribe to the GMU/GSE Special Education list serve.  Send an email to listproc@gmu.edu and type the following in the message of the text: Subscribe (special-education-program) (your full name).  For example: subscribe special-education-program Jane Razeghi. Send the email message and you will receive an email confirmation of your subscription to the list.  This allows you to receive important notices from special education.





Blackboard will be used to post important information for this course.  Your professor will email you as soon as your email address is entered in the Blackboard system.  The following is how you will access the Blackboard-GSE Login Page:


Enter the URL http://blackboard.gmu.edu into your browser location field.


Click on the Login button.


Enter your Username & Password assigned to you.  Most likely it will be your first initial of your first name and your entire last name (for example - jrazeghi).  This will serve as both your username and password.


Click Login.





Course Requirements and Grading:





Reading-guides and class quizzes (40points): There will be several sets of questions related to reading assignments. Question sets will be collected in class at a specified time.


Questions to guide your reading: will be posted on Blackboard at least 5 days prior to the class in which the responses are due. It is the student’s responsibility to access each quiz and bring hard copies of the questions and their responses to class. 


Questions to review the content: will be done during the first 20-30 minutes of class. You may work on these alone, or in groups of 2 or 3. 


8 of 12 sets of reading guides and quizzes must be turned in. Each set is worth 5 points of the final grade. Late reading-guide/quiz combinations will not be accepted.





Applied Behavior Analysis project (50 points)


a) 10 points for search and summary assignment, 


	b) 30 points for written paper and


10 points for presentation presented during the last class session





Students will develop and implement an applied behavior analysis report on a single individual or group with whom frequent contact is available during this course.  The project will be divided into several parts, with each one reviewed and returned for any necessary changes. All previous editions of the project must be re-submitted with the new work. 





Please use a 2-pocket folder. Keep work that has been reviewed in the left pocket and new work in the right pocket.


Two (2) copies of the draft of your final project (see guidelines on page 6 of this syllabus) are due in class for peer editing & review or the class may elect to review them via Blackboard


Two (2) copies of the final, EDITED project are due on


Presentation will probably be 








Readings, class participation, class products and attendance (10 points).  It is very important to keep up with the reading assignments in this course as each component builds upon the last in the development and implementation of your project.  Thoroughly study the assigned chapters and be prepared to discuss them in class. Participation in class activities is expected, and monitored via class products. 


Schedule of Assignments





Theories and practical issues related to the completion of the project have been front-loaded to allow students some flexibility in assimilation of the content and implementation of their project.  Due dates for sections of the project have been spaced through the semester to allow time for revisions as needed. 





Literature Search and Summary 			


- 2 copies of 1 study bring to class on


- Final copy due


	


This is a multi-purpose assignment. First, you will become more familiar with how a study is reported. The second objective is to help you find prior research on interventions that have been used to change a behavior or pattern of behaviors similar to the behavior you have identified as a possible target for your project. Finally, the due date was selected to insure that you would have adequate time for feedback before submitting your first benchmark paper.





Assignment: Locate, read and write an abstract (summary) of at least 4 studies published in peer reviewed journals (Please avoid Eric Documents and please note that ERIC Digests are not studies, but brief synthesis of studies on one topic. As such they may be a starting point, but not appropriate for this assignment.)





For search assistance contact your school district’s professional library





A sample abstract is provided on Blackboard.





FYI: How does the study you have summarized addressed in your paper? Is the participant(s) similar in age, disability, or problem to your anticipated participant?  Is the design similar to the design you anticipate using? Does the intervention appear to be a reasonable one for you to replicate and expand for your study? 	These are important questions. In your final paper you are required to incorporate references to prior research that is pertinent (that you have built from) to your intervention. 








* Benchmark: 1  (Not graded, feedback will be given.)		Due:						          


Introduction: Identify the behavior you wish to change and how you propose to increase or decrease the behavior. Tell what you want to do. You can refine the terminology later.


Identification of the target behavior and why it was selected (remember the ethics of ABA) _____


Nature of the proposed change (Do you want to increase a good behavior or decrease an inappropriate one?)  _______


Relationship of present study to previous and/or related research.  REPLICATE and EXPAND. Information from the articles you have located should be synthesized into your final paper. 


See Literature Search assignment





Population:


Description of your subject and setting


Behavioral objective for each behavior, rationale for the selection of the behavior and the criteria of acceptable performance.	


			


* Benchmark #2 								due:


(Not graded. Feedback will be provided upon which revisions should be based.)		      						        


Include all of the information from paper #1 and the following incorporating changes made based upon feedback. Add a description and rationale for data collection procedures (this is where you cite and discuss the journal articles that use the same or a similar data collection as well as graphs of the data you have collected.  . 





Review Benchmark 1 and make needed revisions.


Data collection-description and sample (include copies of data collection sheets & any forms or tables you used)


Graph of data collected (actual baseline graph) 


Discussion of baseline characteristics: stability, directionality, and appropriateness for beginning the intervention.


Description and rationale for experimental design. Discussion of related research, and or rationale from textbook should be here)_____





Please note that the groundwork for this paper has been established via class assignments.  The next step should be merely writing up the information in a more formal way. 





Depending upon where you are in your project it may be possible, at this point to include the following.





Procedures:


What you will do, or have done. Have you changed any of the antecedents? Are you using prompts or cues? Have your altered the seating arrangement or any part of the environment?)


Who is involved and what their roles are (if appropriate)


What materials you have used, or plan to use, for your intervention. (includes, charts or any record keeping devices, rewards, tokens, explanation of point systems, instructional materials if appropriate consequences, reinforcers, punishers…)





Your final paper is a revised composite of papers 1 and 2 + any other details that are required that were not already addressed.  


You must synthesize your study into one coherent piece. 


Please follow the format and make sure you have supporting details for each broad statement.


Guidelines for Applied Behavior Analysis Project: Written Report





Please use APA (5th edition) format 	





Paper # 3 Final Project (30 points)			





Two (2) copies of the draft or this paper for peer edit session due: 


Two copies of Final Edited Paper due: 


Presentation of Paper due: 





Please include all of the following headings in your paper, and then discuss each one as it relates to your study.





Introduction: State the purpose of the study by:


Identification of target behavior


Nature of proposed change


Relationship of present study to previous and or related research (cited and discussed journal articles)





Population: Description of subject: Age, grade, gender, IQ, or, academic records suggest…plus  


           any other pertinent information that will contribute to the story of your study.





Place: Setting where your intervention will take place. Describe the layout of the classroom,  


                    number of students and adults present, schedule if appropriate, anything else   


                    pertinent to the intervention.





Goal: Measurable behavioral objective and criteria for acceptable performance (reference your 


                      baseline) 





Procedures: Tell what you did and why you did it that way.





     A. Description and rational for data collection procedures- (cited and discussed 


Journal articles using similar data collection system-including a sample of data collection sheet.


B. Intervention and materials


1.Statement of contingency


2.Arrangement of antecedents


3.Consequences


4.Any changes in reinforcement scheduling where appropriate.


Description and Rationale for experimental design (cited and discussed studies from journals)





Results  (include graphs)


Baseline data and its stability


Intervention phases


Post-checks and/or on going teaching phases


Reliability


Discussion  


Relationship of study conducted and its results to those discussed in the introduction (Were your results similar, different?)


Discussion of unusual occurrences during the course of the study. 


What steps should be taken next in reinforcement scheduling, maintenance, programming and or generalization programming?





Writing mechanics:  Be sure to 


Use APA style


Double space


Use clear headings


Use correct citation of references within text


Include a reference page that is correct, with a minimum 5 relevant references


Demonstrate good writing ability: Order and clarity are crucial.


Write paragraphs that contain at least 2 sentences


 Use smooth transition between paragraphs


Use correct grammar and punctuation and spelling, etc. 





Please make sure you have addressed each section of the guidelines as appropriate. You may want to use the guidelines as a checklist.








Oral Presentation (10 points of final project grade)





Option 1: Poster session format. If you choose this option you should:





Prepare a presentation board (similar to a science fair project). You may use a 3-fold presentation board or 1-2 pieces of poster board.


Address each section of your paper (Use the headings for guidelines)


Information should be easy to read. You will note the highlights and give details in the presentation.


Present your study orally as you refer to parts of your poster


Have a 1 page handout for your audience








Option 2: Lecture format.   If you choose this format you should:





Prepare visuals (overhead transparencies)


Present your study orally as you move through your slides


Have a 1 page handout for your audience

















Tentative Session Agenda (this may change based on class needs)





Be ready to turn in your reading guides and in class quizzes by . In class quizzes or warm-up activities will be available at the beginning of class. 





Classes�
Readings*�
Class Focus�
�
Class 1 �
Chapter 1


�
Activity: Small and then large group discussion


Describe your basic classroom management plan. Who makes the rules? Consequences? Strategies or special student specific methods?


Where does ABA fit into all of this?


 Lecture Objective:


  A) Historical Perspectives of Applied Behavior Analysis: Roots of Applied Behavior Analysis


B) Ethical Concerns


C) Discussion: Where does my style fit into all of this? 


D) Selecting your own behavior to change


Accessing GMU on line databases to conduct a search.�
�
Class 2 


Date: �
Chapter 2





Behavioral Objectives





�
Due: Bring in 2 copies of one study published in a peer reviewed journal. It may be a case study, or group study. The intervention should be aimed at changing a behavior.





Lecture/Discussion: Components of a study


Activity Reading and dissecting a study


Template and example for summary assignment.





Partner activity with your studies. 





Brainstorm: What kind of behaviors might be the focus of your single subject study?


(Use this to guide your search.)





Lecture Objective: Students will be able to write complete and appropriate behavioral objectives�
�
Class 3


Date:�
Chapter 6


Functional Assessments �
Due: Benchmark 1


Lecture Objective: To understand the basics of functional assessment.


Functional Assessment- How to determine a) what is actually happening, b) what behavior(s) to change. c) What do you do if the intervention(s) don’t seem to work?�
�
Class 4


�
Chapter 3


Procedures for Data Collection�
Lecture Objective: to identify different formats of data collection and to be able to determine which format is appropriate for a situation.


Identify the type of data you will collect for your study.


Draft a data-recording sheet.





During the week: begin collecting your baseline data (It might be prudent to collect the same type of data on two or more students i.e. tardiness, lack of homework, cursing.)�
�
Class 5


Feb 24�
Chapter 4


Graphing Data�
Due: Literature search


Please use your pocket folder 





Bring in Initial data: Bring in a copy of any data you have collected to this point. Write a statement and be ready to discuss why you chose this behavior and if you perceive any trends. Please hand in 1 page via your class folder.





Lecture Objective: Students will be able to determine stability and trends in baseline data.  Students will be able to graph a variety of data types.  





Activity: Practice and rationale for determining a stable baseline (Work sheet. Please bring a calculator)





Baseline co-op activity.





Based upon the mean of your baseline decide what your goal will be.


Draft a goal and objective for your intervention.�
�
Class 6


March 3


�
Chapter 5 


Single Subject Designs.


�
Lecture: Objective: Students will be to select a design that is most compatible with the behavior change intervention they plan to implement. 





Drafting Benchmark # 1: Defining your behavioral objective and intervention





In class activity: Student activity/teaching sequence





Building to the Benchmark: 


      Write a statement to identify the design you intend to use for this project and why you have selected this design. (You may change your mind.)�
�
Class 7


March 10�
Chapter 7





 Arranging consequences that increase existing behavior�
Benchmark 1 due





Lecture Objective: Students will become familiar with the nuances of behavior change terminology related to methods to increase the occurrence of existing behaviors.


�
�
�
�
Week of March 17 - GMU Spring Break�
�
Class 8


March 24�
Small Group 


Meetings�
Discussion topics related to course content and/or catch up as needed.�
�
Class 9


March 31�
Chapter 8


  Arranging consequences that decrease behavior 


�
Due: You have been collecting data for several weeks. Please hand in a copy of your recording sheets and the math to show whether or not you have a stable baseline.





Lecture Objective: Students will become familiar with terms and methods used to decrease specific behaviors


�
�
Class 10


April 7


R�
Discussion topics related to course content and/or catch up as needed�
TBA


�
�
Class 11


April 14


�
Chapter 9 


Differential Reinforcement: Stimulus, control and shaping. �
Due: Benchmark 2 due





Lecture objective: students will become familiar with definitions of stimulus control and shaping, discrimination training, teaching complex behaviors, and prompting.


Students will demonstrate the ability to: 


Complete a task analysis activity related to their current curriculum


Respond to a chaining prompt.


�
�
Class 12 


April 21�
Chapter 11: Providing for generalization of behavior change�
Bring 2 copies of a final draft of your ABA project for a Peer Editing Activity. One will be handed in with your folder and previous assignments.





Lecture Objective: Students will understand the implications of and be able to plan for transfer or generalization of behaviors that have been changed.


�
�
Class 13


April 28�
Chapter 12: Teaching students to manage their own behavior�
Due: 2 copies of your final, edited paper


Lecture Objective: Students will address the need for self-monitoring and become familiar with a variety of methods to assist students in monitoring their own behavior.�
�
Class 14


May 5�
�
Last meeting: Presentations


10 minute/person Poster Presentation, or Lecture format with visuals.�
�
* Readings are from the required text.  Others may be assigned.


Student Introductory Information 


(jrazeghi@gmu.edu)


EDSE 620, Spring 2003








Name: ________________________________________________________________________





Address: ______________________________________________________________________





Your favorite thing to do:____________________ One word positive descriptor or self:_____________





Phone (day): _______________________  (evening): ________________________





E-mail: ____________________________________________________








1.  Are you currently employed as a teacher?  _____ If so, where and what is your teaching assignment?


 


2.  How many years experience have you had with LD students? ________   with ED students? _____





    with other types of students with disabilities? _____________   type:_________________________





3. Are you a licensed teacher in special education in Virginia? _____  If so, in what  area(s)?








4.  What are your previous experiences with students who are culturally and linguistically diverse?








 


5. What are your personal expectations for the course?














6. How are you challenged intellectually in terms of a graduate level course?  














What type of university professor do you prefer & what does that person need to do to meet your learning needs?  Please be specific.














8. What else should I know about you? 


� PAGE �13�














