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George Mason University

College of Education and Human Development

Early Childhood Education/Teach for America

EDUT 613 Language and Literacy Development in Diverse Learners, K-3 (3 credits)

Aug 28 – Oct 16

Thursdays, 5:00 – 9:20 p.m.

Arlington Original Building 105A
Instructor:
Rebecca Gibson


E-Mail: rebecca.gibson@fcps.edu


Phone:  703 731 7954 (cell) 703 417 9686 (home)
Fax: 
Office Hours: After class or by appointment

Course Description

613 Language and Literacy Development for Diverse Learners, K​3 (3:3:0). Prerequisite: Admission to the UTEEM program or permission of the instructor. Develops and applies knowledge of the stages of literacy in conjunction with appropriate instructional materials and techniques for the K-​3 grade learner. Analyzes, synthesizes, and applies knowledge of recent research to teaching practices in literacy development. Applies a variety of instructional approaches in response to the needs of diverse students in a culturally and developmentally sensitive manner.

Rationale

This program provides an integrated approach to preparing teachers who will work with children of diverse backgrounds and needs in a variety of settings from a community-based perspective. 

CEHD Syllabus Statements of Expectations 

The College of Education and Human Development (CEHD) expects that all students abide by the following:

Students are expected to exhibit professional behavior and dispositions. See www.gse.gmu.edu for a listing of these dispositions.  

Students must follow the guidelines of the University Honor Code. See http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/#TOC_H12 for the full honor code. 

Students must agree to abide by the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing. See https://mail.gmu.edu  and click on Responsible Use of Computing at the bottom of the screen. 

Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with the GMU Disability Resource Center (DRC) and inform the instructor, in writing, at the beginning of the semester. See www.gmu.edu/student/drc  or call 703-993-2474 to access the DRC.

Note: To determine whether the campus is closed due to inclement weather, call 703-993-1000 or go to www.gmu.edu. 

Relationship to Program and Professional Standards

National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) Standards

1. Promoting Child Development and Learning 

2. Building Family and Community Relationships 

3. Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children and Families 

4. Teaching and Learning

5. Becoming a Professional

For descriptions of the above standards, go to http://www.naeyc.org/faculty/degrees.asp and click on Initial Licensure Standards. 

The following NAEYC standard will be addressed in the Language and Literacy Assessment Project, which is the performance-based assessment that addresses NCATE Assessment #5 Effect on Student Learning:

NAEYC Standard 3: Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children and Families. Candidates know about and understand the goals, benefits, and uses of assessment. They know about and use systematic observations, documentation, and other effective assessment strategies in a responsible way, in partnership with families and other professionals, to positively influence children’s development and learning.

Course Outcomes
1. Students will write a narrative based on a personal experience using a variety of strategies throughout the writing process. 

2. Students will describe ways to facilitate K-3 children’s language and literacy development across the curriculum using a variety of instructional strategies and techniques and various print materials and technology-based resources.

3. Students will apply knowledge of language and literacy development when planning and implementing culturally responsive and developmentally appropriate language and literacy assessment and instruction for the K-3 learner. 

Nature of Course Delivery
This course utilizes a seminar format. Students will continuously link what they are doing in their field sites with what they are learning in class. Students are also expected to complete all class readings prior to each session to actively participate in class discussions and dialogue. Activities will include small group discussions and presentations, whole class sharing, and reflection through dilemma writing and journaling.

Required Texts

Temple, C., Ogle, D., Crawford, A., & Freppon, P. (2008). All children read: Teaching for literacy in today’s diverse classroom (2nd ed.). NY: Allyn & Bacon.
Articles as assigned
General Requirements

1. The completion of all readings assigned for the course is assumed. Because the class will be structured around discussion and small group activities pertaining to literacy from kindergarten through third grade, it is imperative that students keep up with the readings and participate in class.

2. Class attendance is important. If, due to an emergency, students will not be in class, they must call the instructor and leave a message.

3. The university requires that all pagers and cell phones be turned off before class begins.

4. It is expected that assignments will be turned in on time (the beginning of the class in which they are due). However, it is recognized that graduate students occasionally have serious problems that prevent work completion. If such a dilemma arises, students should speak to the instructor in a timely fashion. Submitting work late may result in a reduction of points.
Grading Scale

A = 95 – 100   A- = 90 – 94   B+ = 87 – 89   B = 83 – 86   B- = 80 – 82   C = 70 – 79   

F = below 70

A+ is possible if work is of exceptional high quality and includes work above and beyond that required for the course

Written Assignments
All written assignments prepared outside of class will be evaluated for content and presentation as graduate-level writing. The American Psychological Association, Fifth Edition (APA) style will be followed for all written work. All written work unless otherwise noted must be completed on a word processor and should be proofread carefully. (Use spell check!) If students are not confident of their own ability to catch errors, they should have another person proofread their work. When in doubt, they should check the APA manual. Portions of the APA manual appear at the Style Manuals link on the GMU library web guide at http://library.gmu.edu/resources/edu/.

Expectations

Students will

1. Present ideas in a clear, concise, and organized manner. (Avoid wordiness and redundancy.)

2. Develop points coherently, definitively, and thoroughly. 

3. Refer to appropriate authorities, studies, and examples to document where appropriate. (Avoid meaningless generalizations, unwarranted assumptions, and unsupported opinions.)

4. Use correct capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and grammar.

Overview of Course Requirements
	Assignments
	Due Dates
	Points

	Participation
	Ongoing
	10

	Technology  Connections
	weekly
	10

	Personal Narrative and Reflection
	September 25
	20

	Research in Literacy Instruction
	October 16
	20

	Language and Literacy Assessment and Instruction Project
	*Nov 20
	40

	Total
	
	100


Participation (10 points)
Because active participation and engagement are imperative for optimal learning, preparation for and participation in in-class activities will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

· Readings and outside preparation for in-class activities are completed prior to class as is evidenced by the ability to discuss and write about the concepts presented and examined in the texts as well as participate fully in related activities. 

· Active involvement in in-class learning experiences is apparent as is evidenced by (1) participating in all activities, (2) engaging in small and large group discussions, (3) completing written work related to the activities, and (4) supporting the participation and learning of classmates.

· Critical reflective thinking is apparent through in-class written reflections and activities. 
Technology Connections (10 points)
To fulfill the 10 hour on-line requirement for this class, students will explore resources and materials offered on line in connection with topics of discussion and reading assignments.  At the end of each chapter in All Children Read there is a section called “Technology Connections.”  Students will choose and complete one activity for each chapter assigned (for a total of 10).  Technology connections will be discussed in small groups during class weekly and students will hand in a hard copy of their responses to the instructor.
Personal Narrative and Reflection (20 points)
Using planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing strategies, students will write a narrative about a personal experience, they would like to share with their classmates. After completing the memoir, they will write a reflection about the experience. Students will keep all papers related to this project in the pockets of a two-pocket folder. The folder will include the following:
1. a planning sheet that includes the audience, purpose, topic, and form

2. a lengthy brainstormed list of possible topics or ideas for writing

3. a detailed brainstormed list of ideas related to the selected topic

4. a mapping (or web) including the topic, appropriate main ideas, and sufficient details

5. a double-spaced draft written on one side of the paper with evidence of revising and editing

6. a final copy that is word processed (single or double spaced), written in a clear and professional manner, shows evidence of careful editing, and is ready to be shared

7. a written reflection that includes thoughts about themselves as writers as well as teachers of writing

In addition to submitting the written products, students will participate in several in-class activities, including whole class modeling, small-group conferences, and an oral sharing of the final story.
Research in Literacy Instruction (20 points)
Students will (a) select a topic in literacy instruction (b) conduct a review of the research, and (c) develop an annotated bibliography of at least 3 research-based articles and 2 practitioner-oriented books and/or chapters published in the last five years related to the topic. Students will write a three to five page paper that includes (a) what they learned about literacy instruction related to the selected topic and (b) what implications this information has for their own teaching practices.  Students will prepare a 5 to 10 minute presentation of their report to present during the last class.

Topics may include spelling instruction, writing process, emergent literacy, phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension (fiction or non fiction), assessment, etc.
Language and Literacy Assessment and Instruction Project (40 points)
Program Performance-Based NCATE Assessment #5: Effect on Student Learning

Students will select a focus child from their classroom. They will use existing data, informal assessments, and information gathered from families and other professionals to assess and evaluate the child’s language and literacy development. They will use this information to plan and implement a week of language and literacy instruction that helps the child acquire and use listening, speaking, reading, and writing for social and academic purposes. They will support their instructional decisions with references to theories and research on language acquisition and literacy development. Students will conclude with a written reflection that discusses what they learned from this experience and explains how they addressed the standards. The report will include the following:
Background Information: Any pertinent existing information about the child related to language and literacy development, including information about the child’s cultural identities and home language and literacy use and practices

Assessments and Summary of Results (NAEYC 3c Practices Responsible Assessment): A summary of the results of the assessments used to assess reading, writing, and language development, including (a) a description of the assessment or a copy of the assessment and (b) the results of the assessment
Assessment Partnerships (NAEYC 3d Assessment Partnerships With Families and Other Professionals): A description of the ways families and other professionals were involved in the assessment process

Evaluation: A summary of the child’s strengths and needs based on the data collected

Instructional Experiences (NAEYC 3b Uses Appropriate Assessment Tools and Practices to Plan Instruction): A description of a week of instructional experiences and materials provided throughout the school day and at home with (a) an explanation of the ways in which assessment was used to inform the instructional decisions and (b) reference citations that support the instructional decisions made
Effect on Student Learning (NAYEC 3b Uses Appropriate Assessment Tools and Practices to Evaluate Instruction): A summary of what the child learned as a result of the instruction based on ongoing assessment and evaluation of student learning 
Reflection: Students will write a three- to four-page reflection that provides critical thoughts and insights on (a) what they learned about assessment and instruction of language, reading, and writing and (b) how their paper shows they met NAEYC Standard 3b, c, and d.

Class Schedule
	Date
	Class Topics
	Readings* & Assignments Due

	August 28
	Course Overview

K-3 Language and Literacy Overview
	Temple et al.: Chapter 1 

	September 4
	Reading and Language Processes
Language and Literacy Assessment
	Temple et al.: Chapters 2 & 10 
Technology Connections (2)

	September 11
	Spelling and Writing Processes
	Temple et al.: Chapters 3 & 9

Technology Connections (2)

	September 18
	Emergent Literacy

· Phonological Awareness

· Concepts about Print

· Alphabet Knowledge
Word Knowledge

· Phonics
· Sight Word Recognition
	Temple et al.: Chapter 4 & 5

Technology Connections (2)
Draft of Personal Narrative

	Sept  25
	Reading:  Fluency & Vocabulary
	Temple et al.: Chapters 6 
Technology Connections (1)

Personal Narrative Due

	October 2
	Reading: Comprehension
	Temple et al.: Chapter 7 & 8

Technology Connections (2)

	October 9
	No Class: 613
You will have your first class of 

614: Curriculum on this night
	Research in Literacy Project Due next week – work on your presentation!

	October 16
	Putting Effective Literacy Instruction Into Practice
	Temple et al.: Chapters 11, 12 & 14
Technology Connections (1)

Research in Literacy Project Due

	Nov 20
	EDSE 791  Midpoint Portfolio
	Language & Literacy Assessment & Instruction Project – PBA must be uploaded to TaskStream


*Additional readings may be provided as relevant.
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