GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

Fall 2008
August 25-December 17, 2008
College of Education and Human Development

SYLLABUS: EDSE 503: Language Development and Reading

Instructor: 
Rebecca Yellets, M.Ed. 
Office Hours:
By Appointment

Phone:

(540)661-4555


Email: RYellets@ocss-va.org
Class Location:
Fairfax Campus, Robinson A building room 210
Date and Time:
Mondays 7:20-10:00
Course Description
This course provides in-depth coverage of reading instruction for students with special needs.  Topics include: language development and emergent literacy skills, reading sub skills including auditory discrimination and phonemic awareness, decoding and word reading, reading comprehension, and use of technological advances in the teaching of reading. Prerequisites: none

Objectives/Competencies

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Describe language development and emergent literacy skills.

· Describe the theories and stages of normal language development.

· Describe the nature, function, and rules of language.

· Describe disorders and deviations in language and related areas.

· Demonstrate an understanding of components of literacy acquisition, including sound/symbol relationships, explicit phonics instruction, syllables, phonemes, and morphemes.

· Demonstrate an understanding of how syntax and semantics interact in the construction of meaning in literacy and its relationship to reading comprehension.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship of on-going assessment and the planning of reading instruction.

· Describe the elements of balanced reading instruction.

· Demonstrate knowledge of best practices and strategies in reading instruction for students with learning and emotional disabilities.
Note: This syllabus may change according to class needs. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability or if you have emergency medical information to share with the instructor or need special arrangements, please call and/or make an appointment with the instructor as soon as possible.

Relationship to Program Goals and Professional Organization: This course is part of the George Mason University, Graduate School of education, and Special Education Program for teacher licensure in the Commonwealth of Virginia in the areas of Emotional Disturbance and Learning Disabilities.  This program compiles with the standards for teacher licensure established by the Council for Exceptional Children, the major special education professional organization.  AS such, the learning objectives or this course cover many of the competencies or language development and emerging literacy for individuals with emotional disturbances and learning disabilities.
The CEC Standards are listed on the following web site:

http://www.cec.sped.org/ps/perf_based_stds/common_core_4-21-01.html
Standards 4, 5, 6, 8,9,10,11

	Nature of Course Delivery:

· Learning activities include the following: 

· Class lecture, discussion, and participation

· Video and other relevant medial participation

· Applications involving use and evaluation of relevant course content

· Research review of articles for class presentations. 

· Written Case Studies and strategy implementation projects

· Required Texts:
· Custom Edition for EDSE 403-503, Language Development and Reading (1ST Ed.) Boston, MA: Pearson Custom Publishing, ISBN0-536-37950-5

· APA Manual
· Fox, B. (2005) Phonics for the Teacher of Reading (9th Ed.). Columbus, Ohio: Merrill Prentice Hall.

· Teaching Children to Read, Report of the National Reading Panel: An Evidence-Based Assessment of the Scientific Research Literature on Reading and Its Implications for Reading Instruction. (provided by instructor)
· President’s Commission on Excellence in Special Education (provided by instructor)
WEBSITES TO EXLORE:

http://www.ideapractices.org
www.readingrockets.com
www.TeachingLD.org
www.Interdys.org
www.cldinternational.org
http://dibels.uoregon.edu (Dynamic indicators of early literacy skills)

www.ed.gov/index.jup (click on education resources)

http://www.ldonline.org/index.html follow links for good info.

http://www.reading.org/ International Reading Association (IRA)

http://www.nrrf.org/synthesis_research.htm  NICHC reading research (1997)

http://www.projectpro.com/ICR/Reasearch/Summary.htm
http://www.nationalreading panel.org/National Panel info site

http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu
http://www.reading.org (International Reading Association)

http://www.vra.nesinc.com (Virginia Reading assessment website)

http://www.nifl.gov (National Institute for Literacy)

http://www.getreadyto read.org

http://www.ncte.org/collection/summerread
http:/www.texasreading.org

Assignments:
Reading Assignments: Read assigned sections of texts listed on the course schedule by the date assigned. Some related r If you would like to purchase the books, please see the professor for additional information.  
Phonics Self-study: In order to effectively teach reading and language, teachers need to be proficient in phonics.  For this assignment, you will work your way through the self-instruction textbook, Phonics for the Teaching of Reading. Complete and score the pretest, then do each of the self-paced exercises in the book.  Write in the book.  Two sections per class will be required and bring your book to class for the first 6 weeks of class and then again on the final week of class. As part of the final exam, you will be given the post-test from this book. It will be included in your cumulative grade for the Final Exam. Hint: you certainly can post test yourself as many times before the final exam, the answers are in the back of the book but you will be expected to complete the final post test on your own. 
Midterm and Final Exam: Those of you who are working on your credential licensure are required to take the Virginia Reading assessment.  To assist you in your preparation for the VRA, the final exam will include items that reflect that style and content of this very rigorous test. The final will include a brief in class multiple-choice test and a case study that includes several types of reading assessment data for essay response. 

Reading Case Study:  For this assignment, you will need to select a student and prepare to work with the student over a period of several weeks in a reading intervention.  You will need to gather some background information about the student.  You will then administer several informal reading assessments. You will identify the strengths of the student and one or two areas of concern bout his /her reading. You will then establish some goals for the student and select some reading strategies to meet those goals. Next you will use the strategies to teach the student and gather some baseline and performance data on the intervention.  Finally you will evaluate the success of the intervention and report your reflections on the process and outcomes.  The case study written report describing the process and results should be not more than 10 pages in length and suitable for include in your portfolio (20 points).
Group Research Article Review and Presentation: Class groups of 4-5 students will select a topic from the following:

· Phonemic awareness

· Phonics

· Fluency

· Vocabulary

· Comprehension

Each student/ member will:

1. Locate a different research article on the selected topic that discusses a strategy or teaching intervention with students. (Critical note: Articles must be published in peer reviewed journals, or be dissertation). 

2. Write a one-page summary of the study they selected and provide of this summary for all class members on the date of the focus group presentations.

3. Provide copies of the article and your summary for the members of their focus group and the professor

4. Present the study to their focus group

5. With the focus group create a summary of the studies you have reviewed. In the summary cover the following key points and/or topics: Identify the key features of the combined articles of your group, Describe the use of the strategies or trainings in the classroom, Identify what learners and outcomes were studied, Prepare some materials to demonstrate a sample of the strategies or training ideas,

6. Distribute the one-page summaries to the class members

Other Assignments: 
On a regular basis you will be assigned either in-class assignments or homework that will reinforce the topic being taught. These assignments will be calculated as part of for your Class Participation grade.


Evaluation: Requirements and Grading

Work is to be turned in on the due date.  A point will be deducted per day for work submitted late without prior approval from professor. Work should be placed in student file folder and returned to the professor. 

With the exception of exam case assignments, written work may be resubmitted for re-grading one time.  The student must notify the professor that they intend to re-submit and do so within two weeks after the original was returned.  The student must turn in the original paper with professor’s comments along with their re-submission. 

Other Notes:

Attendance is highly encouraged because Class Participation is weighed just as heavily as the other major projects for this class. Absences due to emergency or illness may be counted as excused if the professor is notified before the beginning of class. If the absence is excused then no deduction in points will occur and students will be eligible to make up the assignments that were completed in class. Students are expected to be on time and present for the beginning of class. Points may be deducted from the final grade for tardies. 
Laptops: Students are encouraged to bring laptops to class and use them appropriately.
Grading Procedures:




Midterm Exam



20%

Case Study




20%

Final Exam




20%

Class Participation



20%

Research Project



20%

Grades will be computed using the percentage of the total points

90-100%
A

80-89%
B

70-79%
C

60-69%
