SYLLABUS

Transdisciplinary Perspectives on Evaluation and Asessment of Diverse Learners,
Aged 0 to Three and Their Families
EDUT 522.01 (5U1)

Spring 2005 Fridays 9:004:00
3 credit hours Robinson A349

Stephanie Kent MA

703 777-1809

email: skent@gmu.edu
Office Hours: By appointment

Course Purpose:

This course is offered as one of the strands irUtnéed Transformative Early
Education Model (UTEEM), a teacher training prognamoviding an integrated approach
to preparing teachers to work with diverse younigdodn and their families in a variety
of inclusive community settings. This strand ieodd in conjunction with three other
courses and linked to a full-time placement withedse infants and toddlers and their
families. Students participating in this course anrolled full-time in the UTEEM
program.

Course Description:

This course focuses on family centered practi@ssessing infants and toddlers from
diverse cultures and with diverse abilities. Sthiden this class learn assessment
practices that lead to plans for supporting infletelopment in ways that are
individually and culturally relevant for familiesd caregivers and that are consistent
with current recommended practices in the fieleafly care and education. Students
will learn how to co-plan for assessments with fasj to actively involve families in
conducting assessments, and to share informatioultarally, linguistically, and family-
relevant ways. The Individualized Family ServidarP(IFSP) will be presented as
providing the philosophical basis for structurignily-centered assessment and
intervention and as a strategy required for worthwifants and toddlers with disabilities
under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilitiedi€ation Act (IDEA). Students will
gain an understanding of appropriate strategiesdonducting, reporting, and decision
making related to specific functions of assessm&hey will learn about adapting
assessment practices for culturally, linguisticadigd ability diverse infants and toddlers
and their families. They will also learn about hmause the assessment process to build
on family strengths and resources and to suppoenpahild relationships. All students
will be expected to use selected assessment sast@gh young children and their
families in their field placements and are expetteblecome competent in the use of
authentic assessment strategies to plan with fasrélind their children.



Course Format

This class meets for six full days (9:00 — 4:0@praximately every other week over the
course of the semester, enabling students to aemisty link what they are doing in their
field sites with what they will be learning in thekass. The class is designed as a
seminar, requiring active participation of all stats. Guest lecturers from the
community support content from the readings andusisions. A seventh half-day
session during the final exam period is used fodestit presentations and to link the
assessment product with the products from the aibvrse strands. Keeping up with
reading is essential for this class to be succkshiladdition, students will complete
assignments through interaction with a focus faraig child in their internship
placement.

Objectives and relationship to NAEYC Standards andCEC Early childhood

Standards. Upon completion of this course, studesiwill:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the various forms andtfans of assessment used with
infants and toddlers and their families. (NAEYQOCEC CC8K1-4; CEC EC8S2)

2. Demonstrate knowledge of key guiding principle$aohily-centered assessment,
including co-planning for assessment with familiagjng into account family
concerns, priorities, and resources, as well asldping assessment strategies that
are culturally and linguistically relevant. (NAEYXZ; 2, 3, 4a; CEC CC 7S3, 8S1, 8Sr,
8S6)

3. Demonstrate the ability to critically evaluate authpt the assessment process to
ensure cultural relevance and to reduce language bi

4. Develop an IFSP that demonstrates a knowledgeedfR8P process; the ability to
build on family strengths and resources; and colation with families in planning
for early intervention with infants and toddleMSAEYC 1, 2, 3, 4a; CEC CC 7S3,
8S1, 8Sr, 8S6)

5. Use parent-child interaction and pre-linguisticratives as a source for planning.

6. Demonstrate the ability to authentically repregmntraya child’s capacities.
(NAEYC 3: CEC CC8S9)

Resource Materials:
Required Text:

Meisels, S. & Fenichel, E. (1996). New vidor developmental assessment of
infants and childrenWashington D.C.: Zero to Three.

Bergen, D. (1994). Assessment methods for infantéstoddlers: transdisciplinary team
approach.New York: Teachers College Press.




Recommended:
Linder, T. W. (2001). Transdisciplinary play-basesessment: A functional approach
to working with young children. Baltimore, MD: Byks

Additional Resources:
Batshaw, M.L. (2001). When your child has a diggb Baltimore, MD: Paul
Brookes. (required text for development class)

Trawick-Smith, J. (2003). Early childhood d&pment: A multicultural perspective.
Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. (required ter development class)

Lally et al. (1995). Caring for infants armditllers in groups: Developmentally
appropriate practices in early childhood program&shington, DC: Zero to Three.
(required for curriculum class)

Segal, M. & Adcock, D. (1985). Your child@ay: Birth to one year; one to two
years; two to three yeardNY: New Market.(required for curriculum)

McCollum, J et al. (1999). Project Triad. &tpaign, IL: University of lllinois.
(triad and dyad handouts)

Course Requirements:
Students will be expected to:
1. Attend class sessions and actively participatenallsand large group activities.

2. Complete all written assignments in a timely faghidt is expected that assignments
be turned in on the due date unless prior arrangeniave been made with the
instructor. A pattern of late papers will affecading.

3. Prepare for class by completing all assigned regsdamior to class.

4. Maintain an ongoing reflective interactive dialogoernal.

5. Develop a collaborative relationship with one fanat your site and determine their
strengths, needs and resources that would be ngkd development of an IFSP.

6. Develop an authentic portrayal of a child at yate and identify implications for
planning, through your ongoing observation andradgon with one child on your
site.



Course Grading:
1. Participation and preparation for class 10%
a. attend all classes (on time)
b. complete all assignments (on-time)
c. participate in class discussions and
activities, demonstrating knowledge of
assigned readings and site experiences
d. create opportunities for the participation of your
classmates and work collaboratively to support
the contributions of each other

2. Team assessment group project 30%

3. IFSP Project 60%
a) Phase one: Family inquiry plan (10 points)
b) Phase two: Child observation connection (30 pdints
c) Final IFSP project (20 points)

Assignment of Grades:

95-100 A
89- 94 A-
83— 88 B+
/78— 82 B
70— 77 C

Below 70 F



Feb 4

Feb 18

Mar 4

Mar 25

Tentative Class Schedule
Topics and Reading Assignments

Overview of Course
Role of Assessment in Infant/Toddler Settings; Epiles and definitions;
Meisels principles of assessment: Observing nevgbana toddlers.

Read Meisels, chapters 1 and 2
Read Cohen, chapter 11

Family-centered assessment; learning fromliés not about them; using
assessment for family-relevant, culturally respemsissessment; The
Family Stories Model. Parent-child interaction,ngsdyadic observations
to plan for triadic intervention. Siblings in fayi centered assessment.

Read: Meisels, 3, 4,5, 6, & 18
Read: Bergen, Ch.1,2,8&9
Due: Examples of assessments used on site

Guest Speakers

Loudoun county parents

Topic: The assessment from parents’ perspectives
Dr. Eva Thorp

Topic: Assessment through a triadic lens

Neuromotor assessment; assessing for funaotapting assessment for
children with neuromotor disabilities; The Neondahavioral
Assessment Scale. Planning for use of technologybance interaction.
Assessing Cognitive Development: Learning

and problem solving; planning culturally and lingfigally relevant
interventions. observing and making sense of isfant toddlers as story
tellers (the role of pre-linguistic narratives).

Read: Meisels, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16
Read Bergen, Ch. 3,45 & 6,
Due: Phase one IFSP: Family Inquiry Plan

The role of formal assessment in earlyrirgetion. Assessment for
diagnosis and eligibility. Interpreting and usfiogmal assessment. Using
clinical assessments. Law, ICC, natural environsient

Read: Meisels, 7,9, 12 & 17
Due: Team Assessment Group Project Presentations



April 29 Assessing social-emotional developmebsearving behavior and the
emotional environment; Temperament; Social/peeraation; Infant
Mental Health; Cultural and ability variables in@rmpreting social-
emotional development. Increasing the capacitydsilience for children
and families.

Read: Meisels, Ch. 10, 12
Read Bergen, Ch. 7
Due: Phase two IFSP: Child Observation Connections

May 6 The interdisciplinary team. Roles of teamnmibers. The multi-
disciplinary evaluation in early intervention. éeping an IFSP. Law,
ICC, natural environments,

Read: Meisels, 8,13
Visit to Loudoun County EI

Guest SpeakersEllen Egerton and Nancy Gordon

Topic: The Team Process in Assessment of Infants and @d|
Marilyn Hoexter,

Topic: Legal aspects related to the ICC. The role ofirshienvironments

Due: Final IFSP

Description of Assignments:

1. Team assessment group project (30 points):Due Marcb6 In groups of 4 or 5,
you will become familiar with one assessment tylhyaased with infants and
toddlers. Each group will be assigned a diffeteat. You will practice
administering it, review at least three journaicies relevant to its use, and prepare a
20 to 30 minute class presentation that includesralout for your classmates. In
combination, your handout and presentation shoeitdahstrate your understanding
of the assessment, its relative strengths and vesalks, the degree to which it is
amenable to family-centered assessment, potentiairal and linguistic issues
related to its use and any limitations with regarthfants/toddlers with disabilities.
A summary paper for the group should be written #ulresses the above points and
reference information. Each individual group pap@ant is responsible for turning in
a 2 to 3 page paper reflecting on the processi®ptioject. How you functioned as a
team member on this team. Reflect on lessons ldasevell as things you would
change, do again. This paper should also tallowf you felt as an evaluator with
families of very young children.

IFSP Project (60 points total): This project represents the primary assessment for
this course. The three-part project will providedents with the opportunity to
experience the process of assessment for infadttoddlers recommended by



professional organizations. The project approaasesssment from an ecological
perspective, considering family perspectives, atdgpth understanding of the child
through authentic assessment, and an understaofdihg natural environment to
include the family home and early education progrdre final project will also
include any available information gathered throagreening or standardized
assessments.

a) Phase one: The Family Inquiry Plan (10 points)Due March 4
The purpose of this assignment is to apply fanabntered principles and
sociological methods to the process of gatherifgrination from families.

The first phaseconsists of preparing preliminary notes for I[F$&hping. Write a
paper that addresses the key elements of the IRE&ding family resources, hopes
and dreams. Share questions developed to assegsrias of information you need
to gather from families. Provide details on howyassessment process enabled (or
will enable) you to establish a collaborative nelaship with the family while
identifying resources, concerns and prioritiesbrif rationale (2 —3 pages) for your
guide should be attached to your paper. Pleasadi@min the paper your reflection of
the process. What type of questions did (will) ysk? How did (will) you obtain
information that provides insight into the familysgory? What did (will) you learn
about family routines and family stories that migbtrelevant for IFSP planning?
Bring your paper to class, and we will use it tagtice IFSP team meetings. By this
time you should have met with your focus familyestst once. Your paper should
demonstrate that you have used family-responsiwes walearrfrom the family, not
about them.

b) Phase two: Child observation connections (30jmnts). Due April 29

Create a videotape of a child at your siteThis tape should include the child alone,
the child interacting with an adult both formallydainformally, the child interacting
with a peer and the child involved in a family aitti. You are to tape the child for
short segments several times. Be sure to obseshiddaat your site from the
perspective of dyadic interaction and narrativesrystelling). Write a paper that
addresses each of the following specific issues:

1. Describe the environment(s) in which you videotaghedchild.

2. Describe how observing the child in a family adtivgives you an understanding
of the child’s development.

3. Describe the priorities this family has identified.

4. Describe three emerging skills of the child, each separate developmental

domain.

Describe three activities that would facilitate #merging skills you described.

Discuss activities to facilitate interaction betweke child and caregiver and or

parents.

7. Provide a rationale for these activities and deschiow you involve the family.

o o



This paper should be written in a manner that:
1) Describes what you saw using the frameworks dssalish class and your
readings to date;
2) Interpret what you saw. What sense do you makkig? What are you
wondering? What patterns are emerging?
3) Proposes ideas for implications for constructiragipportive teaching/learning
environment for the child..
4) Tells a story about your child
Be sure to site lectures, handouts, and readiBgssure to consider any ideas you
may have about adapting for function. Attach thaewi

Following your completion of the second phase younsuld develop a family book
about your child to share with the family. Make a copy of the book for yourself
and one for me, because your original is to beeshetith the family. The final phase
of this paper should be completed after you haaeeshyour “book” with your
family.

c) Final IFSP Project (20 points)Due by May 6

The final phaseof this assignment is your final paper describingr child and what
you have learned about the child and family presgbint accordance with a written
IFSP. The IFSP is to be a design of your choosBwg creative. It must contain what
the Public Law (Part C) requires. This paper shpuévide a description of the child,
and interpretation of what you have seen, andaudson of implications. Include in
your reflective paper: (1) a description of the ilgm(2) a summary of the
information obtained from your family communicatsoand interactions; (3) a
discussion of its relevance in planning assessamhintervention for the
infant/toddler; and (4) a self-assessment of theé and you as an early
intervention professional. In your final formal gaipplease include feedback from
the family about the “book”. What was their rean? Did they feel you captured
the child? What did you learn from presentinglibek to them? A key feature of
this assignment will be your ability to identifynfidy priorities, concerns and
resources that emerge from the family story.

Include Phases one and two of this project and a reflectiopour learning through
completion of all phases of this project.






