
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

School of Recreation, Health, and Tourism

TOUR 340-001: Sustainable Tourism

Fall Semester 2009
Day/Time:

Monday 4:30 pm-7:10 pm
Location:

David King Hall 1006
Professor:

Dr. Peter U. C. Dieke

EMail Address:
pdieke@gmu.edu
Office Location:
PW-BRH, Room 201D
Phone Number:
703-993-4260

Office Hours:

Mon 12:00 pm-2:30pm 
Fax Number:

703-993-2025

Or by appointment
PREREQUISITES
TEM Majors & Minors: TOUR 200 & TOUR 220.

NON TEM Majors and Minors: TOUR 200

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course will consider the characteristics of environmentally, economically and socioculturally sustainable tourism and assess the possibilities and limitations for its implementation within a variety of destination and product settings. It will also emphasize conventional “mass” tourism as well as small-scale “alternative” tourism.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

On completion of this course students should be able to discuss the 3 interconnected economic, environmental, and sociocultural aspects of sustainable tourism. In particular::

· Conceptualize sustainability and its relevance to tourism

· Critically analyze the conceptual basis on which sustainable tourism is founded

· Evaluate the principles of sustainable tourism in relation to tourism impacts

· Assess the practical application of sustainable tourism principles

· Demonstrate an awareness of good practice in sustainable tourism management

· Appreciate the challenges and opportunities encountered in implementing sustainable tourism management principles in such subsectors as accommodation, transportation, and tour operations

· Appreciate differences in and rationale for conventional “mass” tourism versus “alternative tourism”

· Show knowledge of current trends in community involvement in tourism planning and development
REQUIRED TEXT

Weaver, David (2006) Sustainable Tourism. New York: Elsevier.

EVALUATION
Requirements

	FIRST,  TEST 1 (close book on October 19)
	100 points

	SECOND, Group Research Study and Class Presentations

The assignment will be done in groups of NO MORE THAN TEN (10) students. It is imperative that everyone in the group contributes equal effort for completing the research assignment.

Class presentations of Research Study will be on the following dates:

Groups 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5 (November 23). 
Groups 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 (November 30).
	150 points

	THIRD, Attendance & Participation
	100 points

	FOURTH, Comprehensive final essay examination (December 16: 4:30pm-6:30pm)
	150 points

	Total
	500 points


Grading Basis (Points Systems)
	480 to 500 
=
A+

465 to 479
=
A

450 to 464
=
A-

430 to 449
=
B+

415 to 429
=
B

400 to 414
=
B-

370 to 399
=
C+

350 to 369
=
C

300 to 349
=
D

 ( 299

=
F


	Detailed information on course rules, course requirements and evaluation will be provided separately in class. 


	TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE/OUTLINE



	Week
	Date
	Content
	Assignment/Exam

	1
	08/31

	Introduction to the course



Focus, setting, and scope of course material

Chapter 1, pp. 1-17 (Emergence of sustainable tourism)
McKercher’s tourism sustainability primer, etc
	

	2
	09/7
	Labor Day, no class
	

	3
	09/14

	Chapter 2, pp. 18-37 (Issues in Sustainable Tourism)

Class Discussion
	

	4
	09/21

	Chapter 3, pp. 38-57 (Alternative Tourism)
Class Discussion
	

	5
	09/28

	Chapter 4, pp. 58-72 (Conventional Mass Tourism)

Class Discussion
	

	6
	10/5
	Chapter 5, pp. 73-90 (The Facilitating Sectors)
	

	7
	10/12
10/13
	No class (Columbus Day)

Attractions, Chapter 6, pp. 91-109
	

	8
	10/19

	Tourist Destinations, Chapter 8, pp. 132-152

Class Discussion
	Test 1


	9
	10/26
	No class (Thanksgiving recess – Nov 25-29)
	

	10
	11/2 

	Chapter 7, pp. 110-131 (Quality Control)
Class Discussion

Chapter 8, pp. 132-152 (Tourist Destinations)

Class Discussion
	

	11
	11/9 
	Chapter 9, pp. 153-173 (Spatial Strategies for Destinations)
Class Discussion

Chapter 10, pp. 174-190 (Visitor Management Strategies for Destinations)

Class Discussion
	

	12
	11/16

	Chapter 11, pp. 191-208 (Ecotourism: The Conscience of Sustainable Tourism)

	

	13
	11/23
	Group Research Presentations: 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5
	

	14
	11/30
	Group Research Presentations: 6, 7, 8, 9, & 10
	

	15
	12/7

	Feedback on Group Research Presentations

Course/class evaluation

Final Exam Review Guide

	

	16
	Dec 16
	Comprehensive Final Exam (In-class) 4:30pm-6:30pm
	FINAL
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	· All students are held to the standards of the George Mason University Honor Code  [See http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/#Anchor12] 

· University policy states that all sound emitting devices shall be turned off during class unless otherwise authorized by the professor 

· Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with the Office for Disability Services and inform the instructor, in writing, at the beginning of the semester [See www.gmu.edu/student/drc]
· For additional School of Recreation, Health, and Tourism information, please visit the website at http://rht.gmu.edu
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