SPMT 323

America and Modern Olympics

School of Recreation, Health and Tourism

Fall 2009
Professor: Dr. Jennifer Lansbury

Office: Robinson B 377D
E-mail: jlansbur@gmu.edu

Phone: 703-993-1250 (office)

 703-978-5143 (home)
Course Time and Place:




Office Hours:

MW 12:00–1:15 p.m., Research I-202


M 2:00–3:30 p.m., 









or by appointment

Course Description:

While the United States has been involved with the modern Olympic movement since the first games in 1896, the relationship has changed dramatically over time. This course examines that relationship and its changing nature. The course outlines the history of the modern Olympic Games through an analysis of its founder Pierre de Coubertin and discussion of major personalities such as James E. Sullivan, Avery Brundage, and Peter Uberroth. The controversial games held in Berlin in 1936, Mexico City in 1968, and Munich in 1972 are also a major focus. Additional time will be spent analyzing more recent modern Olympic festivals, the relationship between the United States and the International Olympic Committee (IOC), the effects of the Cold War on United States participation in the modern Olympic Games, and how commercialism has influenced the promotion and selling of the Games in the United States and around the world. Finally, we will also cover the modern Olympic festivals that the United States has hosted, examining in depth both the economic and culturally symbolic impact of these games. 

Course Objectives:

At the completion of this course students should be able to:

· Demonstrate how politics and commercialism have influenced United States participation in the modern Olympic Games.

· Describe the major events and accomplishments of American athletes in modern Olympic competition.

· Explain the changing role of the United States in the modern Olympics from the first games held in 1896 to the present day.

· Explain what purposes the Olympics has served and why it has been important for the United States to host them.
Grading and Assignments:

In this course you will be graded in three major areas:

1) Class Participation and Weekly Response Papers: (30%)

2) Formal Paper: (20%)

3) Exams:
Midterm (25%)—Week 7

Final (25%), Final Exam Date: Monday, December 14, 10:30 a.m.–1:15 p.m.

Assessment:

Class participation: You are expected to be in class and participating regularly. If you are looking for a course where your attendance and participation are required only on exam days, please look elsewhere.

Weekly Response Papers:

Most weeks you are responsible for a short (2-page) weekly response paper.  The paper should address your reactions and interpretations of the readings for that week.  The papers are relatively informal in structure.  In other words, you can discuss whatever you found intriguing about the readings without organizing the paper around a central argument as you would in a more formal paper.  Yet, they are not to be so informal that you forget to address the texts assigned. Unless otherwise noted in the class schedule, response papers are due by Monday, 8:00 a.m. For complete details about these weekly papers, see attached Response Paper Guidelines.

Formal Paper:
You will also have one formal paper to write (5-8 pages)--due in Week 10. For your topic, you are to choose any Olympiad of the modern era in which the United States or U.S. athlete(s) played a prominent role. You do not have to write a response paper for that week. 

Exams:
You will also have in-class midterm and final exams. In the exams, you will be responsible for all material covered in course readings, lectures, discussions, and any additional materials--films, exercises, etc.

Late Work:

*No late work is accepted.

Miscellaneous:


Enrollment:
Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class. Schedule adjustments should be made by the deadlines published in the Schedule of Classes.

Last Day to ADD: September 15; Last Day to DROP: October 2
After the last day to drop a class, withdrawing from this class requires the approval of the dean and is only allowed for nonacademic reasons.  Undergraduate students may choose to exercise a selective withdrawal. See the Schedule of Classes for Selective Withdrawal procedures.
Honor Code:

All of George Mason University's academic policies and honor code apply to this course.  In short, no cheating, lying, or plagiarism. If you are unclear as to what constitutes the above, see me or refer to the Undergraduate Catalog. 

Disability:
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Required Reading:
Alfred Senn, Power, Politics, and the Olympic Games
Mark Dyreson, Making the American Team: Sport, Culture, and the Olympic Experience
Robert K. Barney, Stephen R. Wenn and Scott G. Martyn, Selling the Five Rings: The International Olympic Committee and the Rise of Olympic Commercialism
Class Schedule:

NOTE: For weeks not broken out separately by course days (as in Week 4), readings are to be completed for Monday’s class.

Week 1

Aug. 31
Course Introduction
Sept 2
Laying the Groundwork: The IOC Family and Coubertin’s Vision
Reading: Alfred Senn, Power, Politics, and the Olympic Games, Intro–Ch. 2 (No response paper due)
Week 2 

Sept. 7
Labor Day—No class
Sept. 9
America as a Sporting Republic—Athens, 1896 and Paris, 1900

Reading: Mark Dyreson, Making the American Team, Intro–Ch. 3 (*First response paper due)
Week 3
Sept. 14
St. Louis, 1904: James Sullivan and the U.S. Play Host to the World





Reading: Making the American Team, Ch. 4

Sept. 16


Race, Gender, and the Sporting Republic





Reading: Making the American Team, Ch. 5
Week 4
Sept. 21–23
From Athens to Stockholm: The Final Pre-War Games




Reading: Making the American Team, Ch. 6–9
Week 5 

Sept. 28
Starting Anew
Reading: Power, Politics, and the Olympic Games, Ch.  3
Sept. 30


The U.S. Hosts Again: The First L.A. Games, 1932
Reading: Sean Dinces, “Padres on Mount Olympus: Los Angeles and the Production of the 1932 Olympic Mega-Event,” Journal of Sport History Vol. 32 (Summer 2005): 137-165. http://www.la84foundation.org/SportsLibrary/JSH/JSH2005/JSH3202/jsh3202d.pdf
Week 6
Oct. 5–7
Berlin, 1936: Jesse Owens and The Nazi Olympics

Reading: Power, Politics, and the Olympic Games, Ch. 4; Mark Dyreson, “Jesse Owens: Leading Man in Modern American Tales of Racial Progress and Limits,” in Out of the Shadows: A Biographical History of African American Athletes, David K. Wiggins, ed. (Electronic Reserves)
Week 7
Oct. 13
–14


The Avery Brundage Era Begins
Reading: Power, Politics, and the Olympic Games, pp. 66–95 and Ch. 8
NOTE: Monday class meets on Tuesday, Oct. 13 




*Midterm on Wednesday (No response paper due)

Week 8 

Oct. 19–21
Rome and Mexico City: The Centrality of Gender and Race in the 1960s

Reading: Power, Politics, and the Olympic Games, pp. 126–143 (through first full paragraph); Wayne Wilson, “Wilma Rudolph: The Making of an Olympic Icon”; David K. Wiggins, “The Year of Awakening: Black Athletes, Racial Unrest and the Civil Rights Movement of 1968” (both on electronic reserve)
Week 9
Oct. 26
One Day in September (In Class)
Oct. 28
Munich, 1972 

Reading: Power, Politics, and the Olympic Games, pp. 146 (last paragrah)–154
(Response paper on film and reading—extra credit)
Week 10
Nov. 2​



Do You Believe in Miracles? (In Class)





*formal paper due*
Nov. 4



Cold War Games 

Reading: Power, Politics, and the Olympic Games, Ch. 7, 11–13; Thomas M. Hunt, “American Sport Policy and the Cultural Cold War: The Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Years,” Journal of Sport History (Fall 2006): 273–97. http://www.la84foundation.org/SportsLibrary/JSH/JSH2006/JSH3303/jsh3303e.pdf
Film: View Miracle (on reserve in JC Library)
(Response paper on films and readings—extra credit)

Week 11 

Nov. 9​–11
Setting the Stage for Olympic Commercialism 

Reading: Robert Barney, et. al., Selling the Five Rings, Preface–Ch. 3
Week 12 

Nov. 16–18
Television and the Olympic Games
Reading: Selling the Five Rings, Ch. 4–6
Week 13 

Nov. 23
The IOC Becomes a Corporate Entity
Reading: Selling the Five Rings, pp. 151​–180

NOTE: No class on Wednesday—Thanksgiving break
Week 14
Nov. 30
Peter Ueberroth and a New Model for Hosting the Games 


Reading: Selling the Five Rings, Ch. 8–11
Week 15 

Dec. 7
Centennial Games in Atlanta and the Troubled Road to Salt Lake City, 2002

Reading: Power, Politics, and the Olympic Games, Ch. 17; Selling the Five Rings, Ch. 12–14

Dec. 9
What’s in a Record?: The Issue of Performance-Enhancing Drugs
Dec. 14


*FINAL EXAM—10:30 a.m.–1:15 p.m.
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